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Indian Navy’s Nuclear Dream 

-- Arun Kumar Singh 

INS Vikramaditya, the 44,570-tonne aircraft carrier, which was commissioned into 
the Indian Navy on November 16, 2013, will remain the Indian Navy‘s largest ship for 
years to come. It is almost twice the size of the ageing aircraft carrier, INS Viraat, 
expected to be decommissioned after 2018, when it will be replaced by the 37,000-
tonne indigenous aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant, now being fitted out at the Kochi 
shipyard. Both Vikramaditya and Vikrant will use the simpler and cheaper STOBAR 
or Short Take-Off but Arrested Recovery system, which uses a ski-jump ramp to 
launch fighters with only about 180 metres of runway, and uses arrester wires for 
recovery of aircraft within 50 metres of landing. 

The smaller aircraft carrier in service, the 28,000-tonne INS Viraat, uses STOVL or 
Short Take off but Vertical Landing system. STOVL, like STOBAR, uses a ski-jump 
to launch an aircraft, but does not need expensive arrester wires, as the fighter 
aircraft has the capability to land vertically, like a helicopter. STOVL is the simplest 
and cheapest option available to launch an aircraft, provided a suitable aircraft is 
available. Unfortunately, the only suitable modern aircraft for STOVL is the one being 
developed — American F35. It will cost over $200 million per aircraft at 2013 prices. 

Aircraft carriers provide instant and sustained air power thousands of miles out at 
sea. Both Vikramaditya and Vikrant will have a service life of about 50 years and will 
be capable of carrying and operating about 32 aircraft each, comprising a mix of 20 
supersonic fighters — MiG 29K costing $40 million each, or the homebuilt Light 
Combat Aircraft costing $24 million each — and 12 helicopters. 

Media reports indicate that the Indian Navy is planning to build a third aircraft carrier 
of about 65,000 tonnes, which may or may not be nuclear-propelled. A total of 10 
navies operate about 22 aircraft carriers. Only the US and French navies operate 
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers. The US Navy operates 10 nuclear-powered 
100,000-tonne aircraft carriers, with each ship capable of carrying about 55 fighters, 
and an assortment of about 35 aircraft-cum-helicopters for other roles — anti-
submarine, airborne early warning etc. 

These 10 American carriers use the CATOBAR or Catapult Take-Off But Arrested 
Recovery system for aircraft launch in 100 metres and recovery in 50 metres. 
CATOBAR is a complex and the costliest option, but ensures a higher sortie rate of 
aircraft for various missions. The latest such American carriers like USS Ford cost 
$13 billion at 2013 prices and carry 90 aircraft, costing another $10 billion. 

To be effective in a hostile enemy environment an aircraft carrier needs to carry at 
least 36 jet fighters, in addition to about 12 helicopters. This requires a ship of about 
65,000 tonnes. The need for a 65,000-tonne aircraft carrier is in keeping with the 
trend in medium-sized navies such as Russia and China, which operate one such 
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carrier each, and the United Kingdom, which is building two such carriers for delivery 
in 2016 and 2018 respectively, at an estimated cost of about $5 billion each. 

Media reports indicate that the British, finding these ships and their fighter aircraft, 
the American F-35, to be prohibitively expensive, are ready to sell one of these 
carriers to India. India has apparently declined the offer in favour of indigenous 
construction. While nuclear power gives a submarine total stealth by enabling it to 
remain submerged and practically undetectable for patrol duration of about 90 days, 
it does not provide the same stealth to an aircraft carrier which is on the surface. 

In addition, to avoid frequent expensive and time-consuming reactor nuclear 
refuelling, the American aircraft carriers refuel reactor uranium only after 25 years, 
by using reactors with Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU), which at over 93 per cent 
enrichment is weapons-grade and requires special metallurgy. 

India currently does not have this capability, and its limited uranium stocks are best 
used for nuclear weapons and nuclear submarine propulsion. For these reasons, the 
next indigenous Indian aircraft carrier should be a conventionally powered STOBAR 
type with ―affordable aircraft‖, and the $2-3 billion thus saved should be used to 
make up the alarming and well-known shortfalls in our submarine force levels. 

(The writer retired as Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Eastern Naval Command, 
Visakhapatnam.) 

Source: The Asian Age, 21 December 

The Trinidad & Tobago Maritime Sector 

-- Wilfred de Gannes 

The recent 2013-14 National Budget of Trinidad 
and Tobago firmly highlighted the government‘s 
intention to endorse Shipbuilding and Repair as 
a means of diversifying our traditional oil and 
gas economy. Trinidad & Tobago is in the 
middle of the world‘s shipping lanes with an 
approximate 31,000 voyages per year passing 
within 25 nautical miles, positioning the location 
as an attractive choice for vessels traversing 
these principal routes. In addition, 
approximately 14,000 oceangoing vessels pass 

through the Panama Canal each year and this is expected to double after mid-2015, 
with the completion of the ongoing $5.25 billion expansion.  

Two major dry docking project proposals, are being spearheaded by local 
shipbuilding and repair stakeholders, namely Etienne Mendez of Trinidad Dry Dock 
Company Limited (TDDCL) at Sea Lots and Chivon Thornhill of New World 
Shipyards Limited, at La Brea.  In addition to the core dry docking facilities, it is the 
intention that TDDCL will maximise the potential of their Sea Lots project by 
embarking on the development of a number of on-site, downstream projects 

http://www.asianage.com/columnists/indian-navy-s-nuke-dream-425
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including a Marine and Industrial Park, and Residential and Commercial Centres, 
resulting in facilities that cater to their own internal requirements. 

As mentioned in the recent National Budget, the Government of the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago (GoRTT) has engaged China Harbour Engineering Company 
Limited (CHEC) which is a world-renowned international contractor that is a 
subsidiary of China Communications Construction Company Limited (CCCC) for a 
feasibility study, revolving around the establishment of a new trans-shipment port 
with dry docking facilities to be included and also located in La Brea, south western 
Trinidad. This is to be financed by a small part of a Three billion United States dollar 
developmental aid package on offer (since 2011) by the Government of the People‘s 
Republic of China to the Caribbean island region and is available on the basis of first 
come, first served. The dry docking facilities proposed by New World Shipyards 
Limited is a separate project to be financed mainly by private sector equity investors, 
but will be considered holistically, as part of the overall port development planning 
process. 

Simultaneously, the extension of the highway to Point Fortin, through La Brea will 
definitely hasten and encourage the development of the south western peninsula, as 
a designated growth pole area. This is in keeping with an SRDC proposal to the 
current administration for interim use of a part of the newly built, 300 meter long 
former ALUTRINT Smelter dock and underutilised warehousing, located at Brighton 
Port, La Brea immediately adjacent to where offshore oil and gas steel platforms are 
currently being fabricated. This location is situated away from Chaguaramas which is 
located in the North-western part of Trinidad, and has long been seriously 
constrained by one road access and egress already exceeding its maximum vehicle 
carrying capacity. The lack of available lands for new tenancy in the development of 
additional deep water shore side operations is also a disadvantage. 

On the August 29, 2013 a consultation on the Draft Strategic Plan for the Maritime 
Industry for the period 2013-2018 was held at The Courtyard Marriot, Invaders Bay, 
Port of Spain. This timely review of the existing Strategic Plan was completed by 
KPMG, a global advisory with offices in Trinidad and Tobago and hosted by the 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment and the Maritime Industry Development 
Committee, now chaired by Mr Ernest Ashley Taylor, President of the Point Lisas 
Industrial Port Development Corporation Limited. 

Among the suggestions made at this consultation by the SRDC, is that urgent and 
serious dialogue be jointly undertaken with the Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs, 
The Ministry of Finance and the Economy and the Ministry of Trade, Industry and 
Investments, with regard to the provision of competitive marine bunkering fuel cost 
(available to both local and international ships) which can  be used as an incentive 
for more ships to not only utilise our bunkering services, but other supporting 
maritime services, including ship repairs, logistics, ship stores, etc. This will create a 
demand curve for these and other related services, thereby encouraging the rapid 
growth of our domestic maritime sector, which is highly labour intensive.  

Trinidad and Tobago can quickly become an international magnet for competitive 
maritime services, in much the same way as both the Republic of Singapore and the 
Republic of Panama have achieved, by using their strategic geographic and 
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competitive advantage to benefit their economies. The completion of the new Ultra 
Low Sulphur Diesel (ULSD) Unit being finalised by Samsung Engineering, as part of 
Petrotrin‘s Clean Fuels Program in its continuing effort to improve the profitability of 
the Pointe-a-Pierre Gulf of Paria refinery will support this move, while meeting the 
stringent new diesel quality specifications required for the global shipping market.  

Already, one global ship owner, Oldendorff Carriers GmbH & Co. KG with its 
headquarters located in Lübeck, Germany has established an offshore iron ore 
trans-shipment facility, since July 2012 to take advantage of our strategic geographic 
location between South America and their distant bulk commodity markets. The 
direct result is that Oldendorff Carriers Trinidad and Tobago Limited, an affiliate of 
Oldendorff Carriers GmbH & Co. KG has already become one of Petrotrin‘s largest 
customers due to their six million tons per annum of iron ore operations being 
located nearby. 

Oldendorff Carriers trans-shipment operations, located some six nautical miles off 
the westerly coast of Trinidad, in the Gulf of Paria, has also provided high paying 
continuous employment for some 100 nationals of Trinidad and Tobago and 
presently entails the movement of iron ore which is loaded onto Handymax vessels 
in the port of Santana in the Amazon River, Brazil, where the maximum draft of 
11.50 meters on the river, limits the carrying capacity to approximately 45,000 tons 
of ore, per vessel. Upon completion of all trans-shipment cargo operations, fully 
laden Capesize vessels (180,000-200,000 metric tons) sail after only 6-8 days from 
their Gulf of Paria Free Zone area to arrive at their final destinations in offloading 
terminals located in the People‘s Republic of China or the Arabian Gulf. 

As was recently done by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investments, GoRTT for 
the Foreign Used Car industry, restrictions should also be removed for entry and 
expansion of industry players in the domestic maritime sector. Restrictive policies 
can negatively impact growth and expansion of the global maritime industry and can 
be seen in our local ship bunkering industry. For example, a case can be seen with 
Aegean Marine Petroleum Network Inc. (NYSE: ANW) which is an international 
marine fuel logistics company that markets and physically supplies refined marine 
fuel and lubricants to ships in port and at sea. Currently, Aegean has a global 
presence in 20 markets, including Trinidad and Tobago, Vancouver, Montreal, 
Mexico, Jamaica, West Africa, Gibraltar, the United Kingdom, Northern Europe, 
Piraeus, Patras, the United Arab Emirates, Singapore, Morocco, the Antwerp-
Rotterdam-Amsterdam (ARA) region, Las Palmas, Tenerife, Cape Verde, Panama 
and Hong Kong.   

Since the establishment of Aegean Bunkering Trinidad operations, offshore the 
North and East coasts since 2009, it has been actively seeking with very limited 
success to expand its permitted coverage area to also include the calm waters of the 
Gulf of Paria, which offers the benefits of one of the largest sheltered harbours in the 
world and is a drawing card for some of the 31,000 ship voyages per year, passing 
within 25 nautical miles. Some of these ocean going ships, collect their varied bulk 
commodity shipments of Cement, Methanol, Liquefied natural gas (LNG), Urea and 
Steel rods from the several industrial ports scattered along the western coastline.  



Page 7 of 43 

Compared to the Republic of Singapore, an island economy seven times 
geographically smaller in size than Trinidad and Tobago, the situation is different. In 
Singapore there are a total of 68 accredited bunker suppliers, 67 of which can supply 
all grades of marine fuel and 1 which is licensed to supply Marine Gas Oil (MGO) 
only.  

With their huge global ship owner account base, Aegean Marine Petroleum Network 
Inc., is eagerly looking to expand their Trinidad and Tobago bunkering operations, 
pending a review and grant of an expansion to their existing Bunkering License, by 
the Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs, GoRTT. This current situation can be 
compared with our Trinidad and Tobago National Petroleum Marketing Company 
Limited (NP) having a near monopoly for several decades for the exclusive supply of 
land based retail petroleum fuels and lubricants for the automotive sector. With the 
establishment of the United Independent Petroleum Marketing Company Limited 
(UNIPET) and the subsequent explosive expansion of their operations, including the 
supply of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) fuels, I have yet to hear of one 
complaint… 

The above update clearly demonstrates the determination of both the government 
and private sectors, in shaping our future economy away from the traditional oil and 
gas sectors. There is still room for growth in the maritime industry. 

(Wilfred de Gannes – Chairman & CEO, Shipbuilding & Repair Development Company of 
Trinidad and Tobago Limited (SRDC) which is the commercial business entity of the T&T 
Shipbuilding & Repair Maritime Cluster.) 

Source: Marine Link, 23 December 

2014 Heralds New Great Game in Southeast Asia 

-- Kavi Chongkittavorn 

The coming year will be tense and at times see confrontation among the major 
powers wanting to reach out to Southeast Asia and its vast maritime zones. Each 
player has set forth its game plans to preserve, and in certain cases expand, its 
sphere of influence. 

The new Great Game is not being played out on the vast landmass of continental 
Asia, as in the past. Now it has moved to the fluid and problematic but resource-rich 
maritime territories of East Asia, covering major seas and - since last November - 
areas of the sky above them. 

Therefore, it is incumbent upon the region - both littoral and non-littoral states - to 
cope with these security challenges. The paths they choose will also determine the 
degree to which playing fields are level, and the contours of a new strategic 
environment. 

Their options are limited due to the geographic spread as well as the low-level air 
and naval defence capacities, spanning the whole gamut of maritime security fields. 
In this connection, 10-member ASEAN can either respond collectively or create new 

http://www.marinelink.com/news/trinidad-maritime-tobago362298.aspx
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bargaining powers, or act, as it has previously, in its own "comfort zone". The latter 
option would divide and weaken ASEAN centrality. 

In the coming days, the grouping will be caught in a dilemma as Myanmar takes the 
helm of ASEAN. So far, apart from its desire to integrate with the ASEAN economic 
blueprint, Nay Pyi Taw has kept its political and security agenda very close to its 
sleeve. The ASEAN members are anxious to know the priorities the new chair will 
zero in on - and the sooner the better. 

During the current chair, Brunei made clear at the beginning and followed through on 
three priorities: reducing tension in the South China Sea, accelerating economic 
integration and preparing youth for the future of ASEAN. A clear agenda would help 
the incoming chair and ASEAN to have sufficient time for consultation and navigate 
the grouping's priorities and activities. 

Indeed, Myanmar's chair comes at the most pivotal time when the US, China, Japan 
and the EU are zooming in on Southeast Asia like laser beams with their rebalancing 
efforts. At this juncture, Nay Pyi Taw's track record in representing ASEAN is still 
non-existent. For the past 14 years since its admission in 1997, it was literally kept 
out of the ASEAN family due to the previous regime's behaviour and sanctions 
imposed by the international community. The manner in which Myanmar chairs and 
sets the agenda will show how strong and intimate are these family ties. 

Although some ASEAN leaders credited Myanmar's current transformation to their 
efforts since 1991 - long before the 1997 admission - when the grouping effectively 
rejected the EU's positions on political development there, the leaders in Nay Pyi 
Taw have yet to give such an official recognition. 

A quick glance at ASEAN-Myanmar relations reveals a non-ASEAN thread to its 
policies and actions, especially those related to domestic and security issues, as well 
as foreign policy issues. Reforming the electoral system with invitations to ASEAN 
observers, releasing political prisoners, increasing media freedom, expanding civil 
society groups, and establishing a national human rights commission and a peace-
building institute, are some hallmarks of the new Myanmar. Quite a few ASEAN 
members have already felt threatened by these unusual reforms. 

As such, there is a sense of disconnectedness between ASEAN and Myanmar, 
which the latter needs to address to increase mutual confidence. For instance, 
ASEAN was perplexed when Nay Pyi Taw turned down a proposed special 
ministerial meeting on the Rohingya crisis in October 2012, when the issue was 
headline news. ASEAN wanted to help ease tension and lower the decibel level 
against Myanmar as the issue affected Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, which also 
suffered from the huge influx of displaced persons. 

The new chair's attitude on ASEAN's external relations and transnational issues is 
extremely important as it can quickly cause ruptures and misunderstandings with 
ASEAN. The US, China and Japan have already clearly outlined their strategic 
priorities and requirements in the region with extensive engagements, especially in 
maritime security related matters. 
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Given Myanmar's resource riches and international dynamic, ASEAN hoped the 
chair would not initiate or do anything to jeopardise the grouping's interest. Most 
ASEAN members have not yet overcome the Phnom Penh trauma of 2012, when 
ASEAN failed to issue a joint communique. 

The recent commemorative summits that ASEAN held with China in October and 
Japan in December offered valuable lessons for the new chair. Any negotiation 
involving sensitive issues related to ASEAN - for example, the South China Sea and 
recently the controversial Air Defence Identification Zone - must be fully consulted, 
and in these cases, "over and over" again. It cannot be rushed, with or without the 
chair's prerogative. 

Source: Eleven Myanmar, 24 December 

The Law of the Sea Convention or the Law of Mayhem of the Sea Convention? 

-- Archana Reddy 

At the recently concluded Japan-ASEAN summit  meeting in Tokyo, Dec 14,  in a 
surprise move, Japan and the South East Asian nations  reaffirmed their 
commitment to ensure ―freedom of over flight‖ in the region, given the growing 
apprehensions and uneasiness in East Asia over China's new Air Defence 
Identification Zone (ADIZ). It may be recalled that Beijing announced the 
establishment of its East China Sea ADIZ on Nov 23 – a declaration that made front 
page news across the globe. As per this, on entering the Chinese ADIZ all foreign 
aircraft are required to report their flight information to China. This news sent out 
shock waves across the South China Sea, East Sea and East China Sea region and 
raised eyebrows in many other countries. 

Chinese officials subsequently clarified that the ADIZ is not their territorial airspace, 
nor is it the enlargement of a country's territorial airspace. The Chinese believe that 
they have complied with common international practices while setting up their ADIZ. 
According to Beijing, every country has the right to set up their ADIZ without seeking 
consent from other countries if their action is not violating international laws, 
breaching other countries' territorial sovereignty or affecting their freedom of flight. 

Since 1950, ADIZs have been announced in more than 20 countries. The first was 
established by the United States in 1950. The South Korean ADIZ was established 
by the US in 1951 during the Korean War. Japan's ADIZ was also created by the US 
during its post-World War II occupation of Japan. Management of the ADIZ was 
transferred to Japan in 1969 and thereafter Japan expanded their zone westward 
twice: once in 1972, and later in 2010. Although the ADIZ is not a new concept to the 
world, China‘s ADIZ declaration stirred a chaos as its zone overlaps with other 
countries‘ and upon entering the Chinese ADIZ flight information is required to be 
reported to the Chinese authority. This appears to be a deviation from common 
international practices. 

South Korea on Dec 8, 2013 announced a southward expansion of its ADIZ which 
also included the nation's two southernmost islands of Marado and Hongdo, as well 
as the Suyan Rock of China, a submerged reef within the overlapping EEZ of China 

http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/opinion/4537-2014-heralds-new-great-game-in-southeast-asia
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and South Korea. Further turmoil may be anticipated in these regions given that the 
Paracel Islands are claimed by China and Vietnam and are presently occupied by 
China. There is dispute over the Spratly Islands, which are claimed entirely by China, 
Taiwan and Vietnam, and in part by the Philippines, Malaysia, and Brunei and are 
occupied in part by each of these countries, except Brunei. The Scarborough Shoal 
is claimed by China, Taiwan and the Philippines; and there is dispute over the 
Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea which are claimed by China, Taiwan and 
Japan, and administered by Japan. 

One may conjecture that the declarations of ADIZs are a counter measure to 
countries establishing their claim over these disputed islands. The overlapping 
islands claims coupled with overlapping ADIZ claims in the South China Sea, East 
Sea and East China Sea region seems to have created political unrest in this 
region(s). The root cause for this disarray can effortlessly be traced back to the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982 (UNCLOS). UNCLOS 
concluded in 1982 thereby replacing the four 1958 Geneva Conventions as a result 
of consensus politics. 

UNCLOS reflects a combination of the zonal and functional approaches to law-
making in this field. As a consequence, it has brought about a radical change in the 
interface between states and the availability of resources from the oceans. UNCLOS 
has opened up a new global regime for the ocean by creating multiple maritime 
zones having different natures and functions. Along with the highs of the advantages 
of a unified new regime, come the lows of potential disputes relating to the 
entitlement and quantum of resources among states. 

Adding further to the commotion, under UNCLOS, countries with islands are entitled 
to claim maritime zones around those islands, as applicable to land territory. In non-
tidal waters there is only one dividing line between land and water. In contrast, in 
tidal waters, the expanse of water relative to land depends on the tidal level at a 
given time. Therefore, the maritime demarcation line may vary with the shoreline. 
The so-called ‗equidistance‘ or ‗median line‘ is the most convenient way to delimit 
boundaries in a water body in the absence of any special natural features. 
Equidistance was initially the sole legal principle for the delimitation of maritime 
boundaries. Under this principle, one simply needs to measure the distance over the 
span of water to be divided and draws a line through the middle. However, with the 
multiplicity of maritime zones, the simplicity of the equidistance principle has proved 
to be inadequate and in many instances, grossly unfair. Inequity is apparent where 
resources are unequally divided by the application of the equidistance principle. As a 
result of this regime, the South China Sea, East Sea and East China Sea region has 
been experiencing rough weather over some of the islands. 

UNCLOS is conservative about countries exercising their sovereign rights over their 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), other than those prescribed. Alongside these 
conforms UNCLOS radically defines the high seas as a part of the sea that is not 
included in the EEZ or in the territorial sea. The definition also affirms that it does not 
entail abridgement of the freedoms enjoyed by all states in the EEZ, in accordance 
with UNCLOS. This effectively means, though the high seas technically starts from 
beyond the EEZ limits, whereas, the freedom of the high seas regime under 
UNCLOS begins from the outer boundaries of territorial waters of all states who have 
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ratified UNCLOS. Whereas, countries who are not signatories to UNCLOS equally 
enjoy the high seas freedom from the outer boundaries of the territorial waters of 
other states under the 1958 Geneva conventions. The fusion between the traditional 
text of the 1958 Geneva conventions and the modern requirement of UNCLOS calls 
for offering highest tribute to the draftsmen of UNCLOS. 

The conflict does not appear to be about countries enjoying the freedom of the high 
seas under UNCLOS! The conflict also appears to brew out of activities which need 
prior consent of the coastal state under UNCLOS as against activities under the 
1958 Geneva Conventions. Now that explains why certain counties have been 
persistent objectors to the doctrine of seeking prior consent of the state party when it 
comes to enjoying their freedom of the high seas in the EEZ of any other state. 
These countries claim their right of conducting military activities amongst other 
activities in the EEZ of another country as their freedom of the high seas, which 
according to them is also accorded under customary international law. As simple as 
it sounds, customary international law is not codified. They need to be perceived and 
scrupulously assessed irrespective of whether or not the rule exists. 

UNCLOS today has amassed the general support of states. The 200 nautical miles 
EEZ regime was declared by many coastal states much before UNCLOS came into 
force. Just as the world got the Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf which 
was largely based on the principles of the United States President Harry S. Truman 
Proclamation and which came into practice much before the 1958 Geneva 
Convention on the Continental Shelf; similarly, the world also got UNCLOS, codifying 
the customary rights of the states who declared their EEZs amongst others, much 
prior to UNCLOS coming into force. As it stands, the complete text of UNCLOS was 
not conjured in 1982 when UNCLOS was adopted. Some of the present day 
mayhem-creating text in UNCLOS, such as the doctrine of the of high seas, freedom 
of navigation on the high seas, passage through territorial waters, etc., are all 
incorporated into UNCLOS almost ad verbatim [Latin: ―in full‖] from the 1958 Geneva 
Conventions. The 1958 Geneva Conventions on the Law of the Sea were layered on 
the principles of international law, which in turn originated from customary practices. 

Without hesitation, one can conclude that UNCLOS has its origins in the customary 
practice of nations. Customary international law is spliced into UNCLOS. One can 
now understand that this present day mayhem in the South China Sea, East Sea 
and East China Sea region is the resultant of interpretation between UNCLOS and 
1958 Geneva Convention(s), which are powerful conventions governing the same 
subject ―law of the sea‖. What makes this matter chaotic is the fact that these 
conventions uphold the principles of customary international law. The presumption in 
law is that, a rule of customary international law binds all signatory states. 

Unfortunately, the dispute settlement mechanism under UNCLOS is not designed to 
settle territorial disputes and the veto powers of some countries in the UN Security 
Council may keep away the involvement of the ICJ and other international tribunals. 
Therefore, even though the states around the South China Sea, East Sea and East 
China Sea region may be in state of restlessness, needless to say, to maintain 
global peace, the way forward is to allowed these regions to resolve their internal 
disputes in accordance with their respective bi-lateral and territorial laws without any 
external interference; the 1958 Geneva Convention(s) and UNCLOS requires to be 
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renegotiated, merged and ratified by all the countries who are signatories to the UN 
charter. 

The Law of the Sea Convention (UNCLOS) 1982 firmly hinges on customary 
international practice. The principles that the seas are to be used for peaceful 
purposes and states would be required to have due regard to the rights and duties of 
the coastal state, which is an integral part of UNCLOS also qualifies as customary 
international law. Needless to say, the cardinal thumb rule of principles of customary 
international law mandates that treaty rules and obligations be respected by all 
states; Pacta Sunt Servanda (Latin for "agreements must be kept"). 

(The author can be contacted at reddiarchana@hotmail.com.) 

Source: South Asia Monitor, 25 December 

Japan and the United States Renew Commitments to Maritime Security 

-- Carl Thayer 

In the second half of December, Japan and the 
United States separately made renewed 
commitments to maintaining maritime security in 
Southeast Asia. Prime Minister Abe hosted the 
ASEAN-Japan summit on December 14, and held 
separate summit meetings with the leaders of nine 
ASEAN states plus the Thai Deputy Prime Minister 
from December 12-15. US Secretary of State John 
Kerry visited Vietnam from December 14-16 and 
the Philippines from December 17-18. The year 
2013 will be remembered for Prime Minister Abe‘s 

renewal of Japan‘s security ties with Southeast Asia. During the year, he visited each 
of the ten member states comprising the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. On 
October 9, Prime Minister Abe also attended the 16th ASEAN-Japan Summit in 
Brunei. Maritime security was listed at point twenty-three of the twenty-nine-point 
Chairman‘s Statement. 

This stood in contrast to the Joint Statement issued after the ASEAN-Japan 
Commemorative Summit held in Tokyo to mark the fortieth anniversary of Japan-
ASEAN relations. The Commemorative Summit was held under the shadow of 
China‘s unilateral declaration on November 23 of an Air Defence Identification Zone 
(ADIZ) over the East China Sea and the right to establish an ADIZ over the South 
China Sea. Although the Joint Statement made no reference to China‘s ADIZ, 
maritime issues featured prominently at the Commemorative Summit. This was 
reflected in the Joint Statement that listed ―maritime security and cooperation‖ and 
―free and safe maritime navigation and aviation‖ second and third among the 
substantive issues discussed. 

At the Commemorative Summit, ASEAN leaders expressed their appreciation for 
Japan‘s initiatives and active participation in the efforts to foster the dialogue with 
ASEAN Member States on maritime issues. ASEAN and Japan also agreed ―to 

mailto:reddiarchana@hotmail.com
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strengthen cooperation on air and maritime linkages‖ and ―to enhance cooperation in 
ensuring the freedom of overflight and civil aviation safety in accordance with the 
universally recognised principles of international law.‖ According to Japan‘s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs ―Prime Minister Abe explained Japan‘s position on China‘s 
establishment of an Air Defence Identification Zone‖ in each of his nine separate 
bilateral summit meetings with ASEAN heads of government. The South China Sea 
was also raised at each of these meetings. 

Defence and security issues also featured in eight of Prime Minister Abe‘s nine 
bilateral summit meetings. Japan and Brunei agreed to further strengthen their 
defence dialogue. Japan and Cambodia raised their bilateral relations to the level of 
a strategic partnership following the request of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen. 
Japan and Indonesia agreed to further strengthen communication between their 
ministers of foreign affairs and ministers of defence. Japan and Laos agreed to hold 
a political-military dialogue as early as possible in 2014. Japan and Malaysia agreed 
to enhance cooperation between their maritime security organisations following their 
first-ever joint exercise held in September 2013. Japan and Myanmar welcomed the 
exchange of defence officials during the goodwill visit to Yangon port by the Japan 
Maritime Self-Defence Force training squadron in October 2013. The two leaders 
agreed to enhance cooperation and exchanges between defence authorities in the 
future. 

Japan and the Philippines reaffirmed their commitment to Prime Minister Abe‘s ―four 
initiatives‖ (including maritime cooperation), which were originally announced during 
his visit in July. The government leaders welcomed the signing of the exchange 
notes on Japan‘s provision of patrol vessels to the Philippine Coast Guard. The 
leaders also noted that the Japan Self-Defence Force units sent to assist in disaster 
relief following Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) marked the largest scale deployment in 
Japan‘s post-war history. 

During the Japan-Vietnam summit, Prime Minister Abe expressed his desire to begin 
concrete talks on Japan‘s provision of patrol vessels to the Vietnam Coast Guard. 
Ever since John Kerry‘s appointment as Secretary of State, Vietnam has lobbied for 
an early visit. At least two trips were postponed. In December, Kerry made his first 
visit to Vietnam in his new position to advance the bilateral comprehensive 
partnership agreed upon in July between Presidents Barack Obama and Truong Tan 
Sang. State Department officials pointedly underscored that the visit was a 
reaffirmation of President Obama‘s policy of rebalancing towards the Asia-Pacific. At 
a joint press conference with his Vietnamese counterpart, Pham Binh Minh, Kerry 
announced that the United States would provide $32.5 million in new assistance for 
maritime law enforcement in Southeast Asia. These funds would be allocated for the 
provision of new fast patrol boats for coast guards and related training. Vietnam was 
allocated $18 million of the new funding for the acquisition of five patrol boats. 

Kerry‘s announcement raised the total US commitment to regional maritime security 
assistance to $156 million over the next two years. Secretary Kerry had to postpone 
a visit to the Philippines earlier in the year due to a typhoon. During his December 
visit he met with his counterpart Secretary for Foreign Affairs Albert del Rosario. 
Kerry‘s aim was to advance negotiations over a legal framework agreement on an 
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increased rotational presence of US forces in the Philippines. Kerry took this 
opportunity to announce a new grant of $40 million in maritime security assistance. 

Kerry sought to portray the new US commitment to the Philippines as part of the 
evolution of bilateral ties and not a direct response to recent Chinese assertiveness, 
such as the declaration of the ADIZ or the USS Cowpens incident. At a joint press 
conference, Kerry and del Rosario both condemned China‘s ADIZ. Kerry stated that, 
―the United States does not recognise that zone and does not accept it. The zone 
should not be implemented, and China should refrain from taking similar unilateral 
actions elsewhere in the region, and particularly over the South China Sea.‖ 

Prime Minister Abe‘s new initiatives towards Southeast Asia, coupled with Secretary 
Kerry‘s announcement of increased US financial support for regional maritime 
security, are comparatively modest efforts. They offer some assurance that these 
two major powers will balance Chinese power and thus positively contribute to 
Southeast Asian regional autonomy. 

Up to the present, the main challenge from China in the South China Sea has been 
the assertive activities of its civilian maritime enforcement agencies (now 
reorganised into a national Coast Guard) in enforcing China‘s claim to ―indisputable 
sovereignty.‖ New Japanese and US assistance to regional maritime enforcement 
agencies will assist in gradually building up regional capacity for maritime law 
enforcement. This development will complicate China‘s present efforts to take 
advantage of the weakness of regional maritime enforcement agencies. 

Source: The Diplomat, 28 December 

The Indian Navy's Helicopter Plans and Purchases 

-- Saurav Jha 

Any decent sized surface warship in today's navy has the capability to host at least 
one navalised helicopter if not more. The steady accretion in the Indian Navy's (IN's) 
surface fleet therefore naturally also means that there is a need to augment the 
number of ship-borne helicopters in its inventory. Besides, the Navy in any case has 
ever-expanding roles and responsibilities, which translate into requirements for 
greater rotary capability. 

To that end, IN has been looking to bring in new utility and multirole helicopters in 
order to both replace legacy units as well as increase the overall number of such 
machines under its ambit while simultaneously introducing new technology. It would 
therefore be worthwhile to take a closer look at the status of various helicopter 
tenders issued by the IN as well as the opportunities for domestic industry therein. 

The Navy has actually been running a competition for 16 naval multirole helicopters 
(NMRH) since 2011 with the request for information (RFI) being issued in July that 
year. The two down-selected contenders in the fray are a maritime variant of the 
European-built NH90 known as the NATO frigate helicopter (NFH) from NH 
Industries and an export variant of the US-made SH-60 Seahawk from Sikorsky 
called the S-70B. Despite the trials for the $1.2 billion contract with the winning 
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bidder required to deliver all helicopters within 46 months of contract signing in three 
phases were completed in 2011 itself, this tender has actually been delayed more 
than once with the latest slippage happening in mid-2013 when the Ministry of 
Defence (MOD) asked both finalists to extend the validity of their bids by another six 
months in July 2013. 

Problems started in early 2012 itself with this particular tender when in a letter to the 
MOD, NH Industries claimed that competitor Sikorsky's entry may not actually be 
technically compliant with certain parameters laid down in the Navy's request for 
proposal (RFP) unless the S-70B helicopter had been granted waivers for the same. 
IN however stated in the media that NH Industries was looking to mislead MOD and 
cause delays by raising unreasonable concerns. As far as IN is concerned both 
helicopters have met naval staff qualitative requirements (NSQRs) for a multi-role 
chopper with its primary missions consisting of anti-submarine (ASW) and anti-
surface warfare(ASuW) and secondary roles such as search and rescue (SAR), 
transport, casualty evacuation (CASEVAC) etc. 

The cut throat competition probably arose on account of the fact that the RFP also 
stipulated that IN would have the option of placing orders for another 44 helicopters, 
on completion of the contract for the initial 16. Furthermore, it was widely expected 
throughout 2012 that a follow on tender for another 75 units would be issued that 
year. Finally, in early 2013, IN issued a global RFI for more NMRH which probably 
went further than what most expected given that it was for 123 units , making it the 
largest such tender for multirole helicopters anywhere in the world. The stakes 
naturally are higher than ever before now. The latest postponement of the opening of 
commercial bids for the initial tender however means that even if the contract were to 
be sewn up within this fiscal i.e. 2013-14 the first helicopter cannot be delivered 
before 2015-16 at the earliest. 

Moreover, a global RFP worth 6-8 billion US dollars to follow the new RFI for 123 
NMRH in the 9 to 12.5-tonne maximum take-off weight (MTOW) class is likely to be 
issued which is attracting interest from a wider set of contenders including Lockheed 
Martin with its MH-60R/S (which shares its airframe with the S-70B), Euro-copter 
with its EC 725 Caracal and Russian Helicopters with Kamov products and perhaps 
even Agusta Westland with one of the navalised variants of the AW-101 Merlin. 

One of the other reasons why the initial 16-unit contract may be delayed relates to 
the contenders being reluctant to discharge offset obligations in their entirety. 
However, this is a little strange, at least in the case of Sikorsky, which is already 
getting complete S-92 helicopter cabins built in India by Tata Advanced Systems 
Limited, which involves the local manufacture of some 5000 components. What is 
more, it was believed that given the degree of commonality between the S-92 and 
the S-70, the latter was always a front-runner for the NMRH contract. 

Meanwhile, IN is also looking around for an upgrade partner for its existing fleet of 30 
odd Agusta Westland Sea King helicopters. The situation in this arena is also a little 
tricky because a 2008 proposal to bring on board Israeli companies for the upgrade 
package was vehemently opposed by Agusta Westland and it remains to be seen 
how the Navy plans to execute the upgrade this time around. 
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As such the proposed upgrade package mainly includes new composite main rotor 
blades, five AMLCD cockpit Displays (2 primary flight displays and 3 multi-function 
displays), an automatic flight control system (AFCS), twin AHRS for providing aircraft 
attitude and heading information to the cockpit display and AFCS. It is understood 
that IN is seeking an almost similar upgrade package for some six Kamov Ka-25 
helicopters as well. As an aside, the integration of DRDO's SV-2000 radar with some 
Kamov units is also being carried out. 

Beyond the NMRH tender, IN is of course also looking to replace its current holding 
of Chetak and Cheetah helicopters with a new naval utility helicopter (NUH). The 
procurement process for NUH actually began even before the NMRH competition 
with the RFI being issued way back in 2010. Since then this project has seen 
another RFI being issued in 2011 followed by a RFP in 2012 for 56 NUH (with 28 
additional options) at a total cost of around a billion US dollars. The latest RFP 
specifies that in addition to 56 choppers, 3 simulators, 28 spare engines and 
associated equipment are to be delivered within eight years of contract signature. 
Moreover, as per the RFP, NUH can have a MTOW of 4.5 tons, should be capable of 
being armed 70mm rocket launchers, 12.7mm guns, lightweight torpedoes as well as 
depth charges. It must have 'a modern airframe design, proven fuel-efficient engines 
and fully-integrated advanced avionics'. 

NUH will be used for both shore-based and offshore operations by IN and should be 
able to operate from ship decks in all-weather day and night conditions. Interestingly 
IN also wants the NUH to be able to operate from surfaces covered by snow, sleet, 
sand, water and slush. Now the 2012 RFP had been issued to all global majors with 
NUH contenders being Euro-copter's AS565 MBe Panther, Agusta Westland's AW-
109LUH, and offerings from US-based Bell and Kamov of Russia. 

However, the Agusta Westland scandal has probably had an impact on this tender 
since MOD stated in April 2013 that only two companies had responded to the RFP 
and one of them was Agusta Westland with the other being Euro-copter. If Agusta 
Westland ends up being blacklisted over the VVIP helicopters scam then IN may be 
left with a veritable single vendor situation which may lead to the whole process 
being scrapped and re-tendered. 

Meanwhile, even as the Navy explores international options, it has again begun 
inducting more home-grown helicopters as well. In November 2013, IN inaugurated 
its first Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) Dhruv unit, INAS 322, shore-based in 
Kochi under the Western Naval command, which besides conducting SAR 
operations will also be used for heli-borne insertions and armed patrol with night 
vision devices. In fact, the Dhruv has been cleared for night time SAR as well. The 
rekindling of IN interest in the Dhruv probably stems from heightened requirements 
in the arena of low intensity maritime operations and coastal security post 26/11. 
Further delays in the NUH tender is also bringing HAL's own light utility helicopter 
(LUH) project into play whose development will be completed by 2015. 

HAL probably could expect more from the Navy if it moves forward quicker on the 
Indian Multirole Helicopter (IMRH) project. The IMRH as the name implies is a 
project to build a domestic multirole helicopter in the 12 ton MTOW category with a 
maximum speed of 275kmh, maximum payload of 3.5 tons at sea level , 500 km 
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range at sea level and service ceiling of 6500 metres. Interestingly the very same 
companies that are responding to the NMRH tender are also those who are in talks 
with HAL for collaborative purposes on the IMRH. 

For instance, Sikorsky may be open to co- producing up to 400 multi-role helicopters 
with HAL if one of its designs were to be chosen as the basis for developing IMRH, 
which could garner orders of more than 300 units from the services alone by 2030. 
The IN with its stated aim of fielding 200 ships by that time is likely to be a major 
customer for IMRH. In the years to come, it is quite clear that IN will continue to grow 
into a very substantial air force in its own right and rotary requirements will become 
bigger than what they are projected to be even now. Given the level of spend being 
envisaged it is important that India's domestic aerospace sector identifies the right 
strategy to capitalise on IN's rotary plans. 

(Saurav Jha is a Consulting Editor of Geopolitics magazine.)  

Source: IBN Live, 30 December 

 

India Hands Over ALH to Maldives 

Scaling up bilateral defence ties, India handed over an Advanced Light Helicopter to 
Maldives, which will be mainly used for coastal surveillance, search and rescue 
operations and medical evacuation. Thanking India for its continued assistance in 
capacity building across his country's defence sector, Maldivian Defence Minister Col 
(retd.) Mohamed Nazim said defence cooperation between the two countries have 
been particularly 'impressive'. "We have always enjoyed a very friendly and cordial 
relationship with our neighbours and India has always stood with us at our time of 
need and assisted Maldives in all aspects of our national development", he said after 
unveiling the aircraft frame, marking the symbolic gifting ceremony of the wholly 
indigenous ALH from India to Maldives at INS Garuda. "We are very thankful to the 
Indian Armed forces for their continued assistance in capacity-building across our 
defence sector. Especially for the assistance provided to our armed forces by the 
Indian Navy", Nazeem said. Pointing out that Maldives is a country with scattered 
islands and limited resources which makes it impossible to monitor their vast zone, 
he said he hoped ties between the two countries would be further strengthened.  

The Defence Minister arrived in Kerala on the second leg of his visit to India. The 
official visit, at the invitation of Indian Defence Minister AK Antony, had commenced 
at New Delhi on December 11. Nazim visited Southern Naval Command 
establishments where Maldives National Defence Force personnel are being trained. 
Flag Officer Commanding in Chief Southern Naval Command Vice Admiral Satish 
Soni said India considers Maldives a very important neighbour. "Maldives has been 
an outstanding contributor towards enhancing surveillance and security in the Indian 
Ocean region. Maldivian National Defence Force (MNDF) ships routinely contributed 
to anti-piracy patrols, as a result of which the threat of piracy has receded," he said. 
Later talking to reporters on the side-lines of the function, the Vice Admiral said since 
a helicopter is already stationed in the southernmost tip of the island nation, the new 
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ALH would be sent to the northern region. The chopper will be manned by Indian 
defence force, he said. On training of Maldivian naval personnel, he said 16 of them 
are being trained now. This year, 26 vacancies have been given to them. On an 
average 20-25 are undergoing training, the Vice Admiral said. The Vice-Admiral 
skirted a query on whether Sri Lankan Naval personnel are being trained in India, 
saying it is a 'sensitive' issue. India has so far trained 10,000 foreign personnel so 
far, he said. 

Source: Business Standard, 14 December 

China Invites Indian Navy for Global Fleet Review 

China has invited the Indian Navy to take part in an international fleet review being 
staged by it in waters off Qingdao in the Shandong province next year. The invite 
comes at a time when the Chinese navy is taking steady strides to expand in the 
Indian Ocean Region. The Indian Navy is expected to send some of its frontline 
warships for the review being held from April 21-24, even as New Delhi closely 
monitors the progress made by China to have a credible sea-based deterrence. 
China‘s newest submarine-launched ballistic missile Julang-2, to be deployed on the 
Jin-class submarines, is expected to attain operational capability next year. India had 
for the first time taken part in a fleet review hosted by China four years ago to mark 
the 60th anniversary of the Chinese navy. But the countries have been squabbling 
over energy exploration in the resource-rich South China Sea over the last few 
years. Navy chief Admiral DK Joshi had last year declared India was prepared to 
counter any aggression in the disputed South China Sea to guard the country‘s 
interests, sparking sharp reactions from the Communist neighbour. The oil blocks 
allotted to India for exploration lie in Vietnam‘s exclusive economic zone, but China 
claims the maritime zone as its own. 

Source: Hindustan Times, 15 December 

UK Defence Maritime Trade Mission Meets GSL Officials 

The UK Defence Maritime Trade Mission, led by constructor rear admiral Anthony 
Ronald Graham - Director Ships, UK, ministry of defence, recently visited Goa. The 
delegation had discussions with Goa Shipyard Ltd (GSL) on areas of mutual 
cooperation, business opportunity, etc. GSL's chairman and managing director 
RAdm (Retd) Vineet Bakhshi, VSM, and other senior officials of GSL were present 
on the occasion. A presentation was made to the UK Defence Maritime Trade 
Mission on the growth of GSL and its capability to design and build ships for the 
Indian Navy and the Indian Coast Guard, as well as the shipyard modernisation 
efforts. This was followed by an interaction on technology transfer and possible 
areas of synergy in future. 

Source: The Times of India, 15 December 

US Takes Aim at China, Ups Naval Aid to SE Asia 

Taking clear aim at China‘s growing aggressiveness in territorial disputes with its 
smaller neighbours, US Secretary of State John Kerry announced that the United 
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States will boost maritime security assistance to the countries of Southeast Asia 
amid rising tensions with Beijing. On his first visit to Vietnam as America‘s top 
diplomat, Kerry pledged an additional $32.5 million for members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations to protect their territorial waters and navigational freedom in 
the South China Sea, where four states have competing claims with China. Included 
in the new aid is up to $18 million for Vietnam alone that will include five fast patrol-
boats for its Coast Guard. With the new contribution, US maritime security 
assistance to the region will exceed $156 million over the next two years, he said. 

Kerry said the new assistance was not a ―quickly conceived reaction to any events in 
the region‖ but rather a ―gradual and deliberate expansion‖ of US support as part of 
the Obama administration‘s broader decision to refocus attention on the Asia-Pacific 
region. However, his comments came as Washington and Beijing trade barbs over a 
near collision between US and Chinese naval vessels in the South China Sea just 11 
days ago. China announced in late November that it was establishing a defence 
zone over the East China Sea, a maritime area between China, Taiwan, South 
Korea and Japan. All aircraft entering the zone must notify Chinese authorities 
beforehand, and China would take unspecified defensive measures against those 
that don‘t comply. Neighbouring countries and the US have said they will not honour 
the new zone — believed aimed at claiming disputed territory — and have said it 
unnecessarily raises tensions. Already, China has claimed it has a sovereign right to 
establish a similar zone over the South China Sea, where China and the Philippines 
are locked in another long-running territorial dispute. 

―Peace and stability in the South China Sea is a top priority for us and for countries 
in the region,‖ Kerry told reporters at a news conference with Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Pham Binh Minh. ―We are very concerned by and strongly opposed to 
coercive and aggressive tactics to advance territorial claims.‖ While stressing US 
neutrality on the competing sovereignty claims, Kerry called on China and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN, to quickly agree to a binding code 
of conduct for the South China Sea and to resolve their disputes peacefully through 
negotiations. China‘s increasing assertiveness in the region — including the 
establishment of the East China Sea air defence zone — has alarmed many of the 
10 ASEAN members, including Vietnam and the Philippines, which Kerry‘s visit. 

In addition, Kerry made clear that the aid is designed to help Southeast Asian 
nations defend their waters from encroachment and his announcement was 
accompanied by blunt criticism of China for its creation of a new air defence zone 
and suggestions that it might do the same in the South China Sea. As such, it is 
almost certain to anger Beijing, which bristles at what it sees as US interference in 
areas China considers to be in its ―core interest.‖ China and Vietnam fought a bloody 
border war in 1979, and in 1988 a naval battle close to disputed islands in the seas 
left 70 Vietnamese sailors dead. Disputes over fishing rights in the region have 
triggered occasional violent incidents and hiked up diplomatic tensions since then. 
Kerry had harsh words for China‘s new East China Sea air defence zone, saying it 
―clearly increases the risk of a dangerous miscalculation or an accident‖ that could 
lead to possible conflict between China and Japan over a string of small islands that 
each claim as their own. 
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The United States is ―very concerned about recent actions that have increased 
tensions between China and Japan and we call for intensified negotiations and 
diplomatic initiatives. ―The zone should not be implemented, and China should 
refrain from taking similar unilateral actions elsewhere, particularly in the South 
China Sea,‖ Kerry said, reiterating that such moves by Beijing would not affect US 
military operations in the region. Beijing regards the entire South China Sea and 
island groups within it as its own and interprets international law as giving it the right 
to police foreign naval activity there. The Chinese navy is operating with increasing 
frequency in the South China Sea and around Japan as part of China‘s development 
of its blue water navy. Tensions were highlighted earlier this month when a Chinese 
warship nearly collided with an American cruiser in the South China Sea. The US 
Pacific Fleet said the USS Cowpens was operating in international waters and had to 
manoeuvre to avoid hitting China‘s lone aircraft carrier, Liaoning, on Dec. 5. 
However, China‘s Global Times newspaper reported that the US ship had first 
harassed the Liaoning and its group of support ships, getting too close to a Chinese 
naval drill and entering within 30 miles of the Chinese fleet‘s ―inner defence layer.‖ 

Along with discussing the maritime security issue, Kerry, who is on his 14th visit to 
Vietnam since the end of the war in 1975, pressed Vietnamese officials to release 
political prisoners and improve its human rights record, particularly on religious and 
Internet freedoms. He said the United States was pleased with limited 
improvements, but that ―Vietnam needs to show continued progress on human rights 
and freedoms, including freedom of religion, freedom of expression and freedom of 
association.‖ Without such reforms, he said members of Congress would likely 
oppose expanded engagement with Vietnam, including its participation in the Trans 
Pacific Partnership and the implementation of a recently concluded civilian nuclear 
agreement. Kerry added that he had raised the cases of specific political prisoners 
and had a ―very direct and healthy‖ exchange. Minh, the foreign minister, allowed 
that there are differences between Hanoi and Washington on human rights but said 
they would be addressed through dialogue. Free-market economic reforms will also 
be critical to overall improvement in US-Vietnamese relations as well as to Hanoi 
reaping full benefits of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, which the US is negotiating 
with 11 Asia-Pacific nations, including Vietnam, Kerry said. 

Source: The Washington Post, 16 December 

Pentagon Downplays Near Collision in South China Sea 

US Defence Department officials say a 
December 5 near-collision between US and 
Chinese warships in the South China Sea was 
resolved in a routine, professional manner, and 
they are downplaying reports that the incident 
raised tensions between the two militaries. 
Officials said the near-collision happened 
December 5, but it was not until several days 
later – after media had reported it – that they 
commented on the incident. US Defence 
Department spokesman Army Colonel Steve 
Warren told reporters the incident did not trigger 
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a crisis. ―I don‘t think it was a crisis-level incident by any stretch. I think this was 
ships at sea operating the way ships at sea operate,‖ he said. ―I don‘t believe 
tensions have heightened. I will tell you we have not changed any procedures since 
the incident. I think we believe collectively this was resolved professionally.‖ 

US officials say a Chinese ship cut across the path of the USS Cowpens, a guided 
missile cruiser, during operations in the South China Sea. The Chinese vessel was 
accompanying the Chinese aircraft carrier Liaoning, which reports said the US ship 
had been observing. US officials say their cruiser was operating in international 
waters, and say good communication between the US and Chinese ships averted an 
accident. The near-collision happened as tensions remain high between the US and 
China while Beijing asserts its naval power and territorial claims in the region. US 
officials are responding cautiously because the potential for miscalculation is 
significant, and past incidents have led to violence. Defence analyst Tim Brown at 
globalsecurity.org recalls the 2001 mid-air collision of a US surveillance aircraft and 
a Chinese fighter jet over Hainan Island that sparked attacks on the US Embassy in 
Beijing. 

―This has not risen to that level, but it reflects a growing willingness by the Chinese 
to engage in potentially reckless behaviour,‖ he said. The near-miss at sea was 
much like ones often seen during the Cold War between US and Soviet vessels. 
Brown says one major difference is that the US and the Soviets had an 
understanding in which they pledged not to allow such incidents to escalate into war. 
―To my knowledge, the United States and China do not have such an understanding 
as of yet,‖ he said. Beijing recently unilaterally imposed an air defence zone above 
parts of the East China Sea where it disputes Japan‘s sovereignty over a group of 
islands. China said it would require all aircraft to identify themselves and file flight 
plans for approval by the Chinese military. The US, Japan, and others announced 
they would not comply. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 17 December 

Royal Navy Ship Escorts Indian Aircraft Carrier through English Channel 

While the Royal Navy awaits delivery of the 
Queen Elizabeth class aircraft carriers, the 
company of HMS Monmouth has had a taste of 
things to come. The 4,900 tonne frigate met up 
with the newest Indian aircraft carrier INS 
Vikramaditya – weighing in at a massive 
45,000 tonnes and escorted her safely through 
the busy English Channel. Originally built for 
the Russian Navy as a modified Kiev class 
aircraft carrier, called Baku in 1987, India 
procured her in 2004 and she was accepted by 

the Indian Navy in a commissioning ceremony in November 2013. Following 
successful sea trials in July 2013 and aviation trials in September 2013 the carrier 
began her long journey to her new home of India escorted by auxiliary INS Deepak 
and Talwar class frigate INS Trikand.  
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HMS Monmouth‘s Operations Officer, Lt Cdr Chris Hollingworth, said: ―I was 
impressed at the scale the Vikramaditya, which displaces twice as much as HMS 
Illustrious. ―As the 65,000 tonne Queen Elizabeth Carriers are half as big again we 
will have quite formidable ships to operate in the near future.‖ With HMS Illustrious 
due to visit India over Christmas the interaction with the Indian‘s newest ship could 
not have been timelier. INS Vikramaditya also paid a visit to Portsmouth Naval base 
during the summer. Celebrating her 20th year in commission, the escorting duty is 
HMS Monmouth‘s last commitment before return home to Plymouth to prepare for a 
major refit throughout 2014. 

Source: Naval Today, 17 December 

Sri Lanka, India and Maldives Take Part in Trilateral Maritime Exercise 

Officers of Sri Lanka Coast Guard along with Coast Guard officers of India and 
Maldives took part in the Trilateral Table top Exercise (TTEX) 2013 commenced in 
the Eastern port city of Trincomalee. Delivering the keynote address as the Chief 
Guest of the occasion, Director General of Sri Lanka Coast Guard Rear Admiral 
Ravindra C Wijegunaratne highlighted the importance of trilateral response to major 
issues such as maritime search and rescue (SAR), oil spill and maritime piracy. He 
further underscored the importance of regional approach, coordination and 
cooperation in effectively addressing those issues. Coast Guard Officers from the 
three countries presented three papers on "Response to Oil spills: Importance of 
Awareness, Preparedness and Regional Approach", "Maritime Piracy: Challenges in 
the Region and Countermeasures" and "Mass SAR: Regional Challenges and Way 
ahead" respectively. Officers of Sri Lanka Army and Air Force also participated in the 
exercise as observers. 

Meanwhile two Indian Coast Guard Ships 'Vishwast' and 'Rajkamal' arrived at the 
Trincomalee Port to take part in the trilateral exercise. The two Indian Coast Guard 
ships were in Trincomalee from 18th to 20th and called on Port of Colombo on 22nd 
December until they left on the 26th. During their stay, the Indian Coast Guard ships 
conducted number of training sessions for Sri Lanka Navy and Coast Guard 
personnel on search and rescue and oil spill response. The two ships were also to 
conduct a passage exercise each in Trincomalee and Colombo. The Trilateral Table 
top Exercise participants got an opportunity to be on-board the two ships for a 
practical demonstration of pollution response during their exercise. 

The TTEX is an outcome of the second NSA-level (National Security Advisor) 
Meeting on Trilateral Cooperation on Maritime Security between India, the Maldives 
and Sri Lanka held in Colombo in July 2013. Following the meeting, the three sides 
agreed that in the current maritime security environment in the Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR), it was important to raise the level of maritime cooperation between India, the 
Maldives and Sri Lanka. In the Road Map of future co-operation, strengthening the 
biennial trilateral exercise "Dosthi" by conducting table top exercise and seminars on 
maritime issues in every other year was charted and this year Sri Lanka is hosting 
the event. 

Source: Colombo Page, 19 December 

http://navaltoday.com/2013/12/17/royal-navy-ship-helps-indian-aircraft-carrier-through-english-channel/
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_13B/Dec19_1387436260CH.php
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Iranian Navy’s 28th Flotilla Berth in Colombo Port 

―The 28th Flotilla of this force comprising Alborz 
warship, Bandar Abbas warship and semi-heavy 
Younus submarine as well as a 212 combat 
helicopter berthed at Colombo port, Sri Lanka, 
after departing from India‘s Mumbai port and 
travelling thousands of kilometres,‖ Lieutenant 
Navy Commander for Operations Siyavash 
Jarreh said. He underlined that Colombo port is 
an important port in sea transit route towards Far 
East and the Eastern Asian countries. Jarreh 

underlined that the Navy‘s 28th Flotilla will be present in Mumbai port for three days, 
and said, ―During this period various programs, including visit of the commanders of 
the Indian navy to the Iranian flotilla, meetings between both sides and holding 
different sports competitions between Iranian and Indian navies‘ personnel has been 
predicted.‖ 

He underlined that the purpose for dispatching the 28th flotilla is both maintaining the 
security of shipping lines and conveying the message of peace and friendship to the 
regional countries, and said, ―This is the first presence of Iran‘s semi-heavy Younus 
submarine in the eastern waters of the Indian Ocean and port of Mumbai in India and 
Colombo in Sri Lanka.‖ Last month, Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral 
Habibollah Sayyari announced that the navy‘s 28th Flotilla will be dispatched to the 
Eastern Asia and Far East. Admiral Sayyari noted that the flotilla will berth in Mumbai 
with the mission of establishing diplomatic relations between the two countries and 
supervising the security of Iran‘s interests.‖ 

In August, the Iranian Navy dispatched its 27th flotilla of warships to the high seas to 
protect the country's cargo ships and oil tankers against pirates. Admiral Sayyari said 
the 27th fleet was dispatched after the return of the 26th fleet of the Iranian Navy, 
comprised of the Bandar Abbas warship and the Alvand destroyer returned home. 
Sayyari also said that the mission of the warships is to provide security for Iranian oil 
tankers and commercial ships sailing on the open seas. He added that the 26th Fleet 
had operated in the Gulf of Aden, the Red Sea, and the Northern Indian Ocean 
during its mission on the open seas and visited a number of ports in Oman and 
Djibouti. 

The Iranian Navy has been conducting anti-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden since 
November 2008, when Somali raiders hijacked the Iranian-chartered cargo ship, MV 
Delight, off the coast of Yemen. According to UN Security Council resolutions, 
different countries can send their warships to the Gulf of Aden and coastal waters of 
Somalia against the pirates and even with prior notice to Somali government enter 
the territorial waters of that country in pursuit of Somali sea pirates. The Gulf of Aden 
- which links the Indian Ocean with the Suez Canal and the Mediterranean Sea - is 
an important energy corridor, particularly because Persian Gulf oil is shipped to the 
West via the Suez Canal. 

Source: FARS News, 20 December 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920929000437
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Japan's MSDF, Indian Navy Hold 1st Joint Exercise in Indian Ocean 

A joint exercise by the Japanese Maritime Self-Defence Force and the Indian Navy 
was held in the Indian Ocean off Chennai in southern India. It is the second exercise 
of its kind since June of last year, and the first to be staged in India. The exercise is 
focused primarily on security in sea lanes and enhancing interoperability in antipiracy 
operations. Given that Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is slated to make an 
official visit to India at the end of January, the exercise is seen as aimed at checking 
China's increasing assertiveness in regional waters. The exercise is planned to last 
two days. Two MSDF guided missile destroyers, Ariake and Setogiri, as well as the 
Indian Navy's stealth frigate Satpura, guided missile destroyer Ranvijay and missile 
corvette Kuthar are taking part. 

According to a Self-Defence Force source, compared to last year's exercise, the 
current training has been enhanced to require greater cooperation in operations in 
anti-surface and anti-submarine threat scenarios. Japan and India have in recent 
years been advancing strategic cooperation with an eye on China. Japan and India 
have recently agreed to launch working-level talks soon to pave the way for exports 
of the Japanese amphibious rescue US2 aircraft. During his visit next month, Abe is 
expected to tout the close relations between the two countries in security and 
defence fields. 

Source: Global Post, 21 December 

India, Japan Coast Guards to Exercise off Kochi 

Close on the heels of the ongoing Indo-Japan 
bilateral naval exercise in the Bay of Bengal, the 
Indian Coast Guard is set to hold a similar 
exercise with its Japanese counterpart off Kochi 
in mid-January. The Hindu has learnt that the 
focus areas of the joint drill will be coastal 
security, search and rescue and anti-piracy 
operations besides anti-pollution measures. ―As 
we operate in a multi-naval scenario, it is 

important to develop interoperability with friendly maritime forces. And, Japan is a 
close ally,‖ said an officer. Japanese Coast Guard‘s large patrol vessel Mizuho, 
which is slated to take part in the exercise together with Indian Coast Guard Ships 
Samrat, Laxmibai and interceptor vessel C-404, will arrive at the outer anchorage in 
Kochi on January 10. ―It will come alongside the Cochin Port Trust quay the next 
day. Groundwork for the joint exercise and meetings with various coastal and 
harbour security stakeholders will be conducted in the following days. The exercise 
will be held on January 14,‖ Coast Guard sources said. 

Besides three vessels, the Indian side is likely to field a Dornier maritime 
reconnaissance aircraft and Chetak search and rescue helicopters for the exercise. 
Ship visit exchanges and a friendly football match will also take place during the 
period. The Japanese vessel will depart Kochi on January 16. Occurring as it does 
when India-Japan military interaction is on a high, the exercise will see both sides 
work towards developing coordinated responses to various coastal security 

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/131221/japans-msdf-indian-navy-hold-1st-joint-exercise-indian
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challenges like piracy, poaching and other unlawful activities in coastal waters. 
Military relations between India and Japan grew from strength to strength over the 
past few years, thanks to India‘s resurgent ‗look-east policy‘ and the Japanese geo-
strategy of counterbalancing China‘s strides in the region by forging a long-term 
strategic partnership with India. The inception of an annual bilateral naval exercise, 
named JIMEX (Japan India Maritime Exercise) whose second edition is under way 
now, was a step in that direction, point out officials. 

Following Prime Minister Manmohan Singh‘s visit to Japan early this year, a joint 
working group was formed to work out the modalities for possible acquisition by 
Indian Navy of the Japanese amphibious aircraft, US-2. Japan had eased its ban on 
export of defence material to facilitate the deal. The relations received further fillip 
last month when Japanese Emperor Akihito visited India on the occasion of the 
diamond jubilee of Indo-Japan diplomatic ties. 

Source: The Hindu, 21 December 

Naval Air: P-8 Moves to the Tropics 

In early 2013 the US Navy activated its first maritime surveillance squadron (VP-16) 
equipped with the new P-8A aircraft. Late in 2013 VP-16 sent two of its P-8As off to 
Okinawa for seven months of patrolling, intelligence gathering and getting a better 
idea of how the aircraft operates for extended periods in the tropics. This will also 
make it possible to see how well the P-8A is at hunting down Chinese submarines, 
which have been at sea a lot more often in the last few years. 

The P-8 Poseidon is based on the widely used Boeing 737 airliner. Although the 
Boeing 737 based P-8A is a two engine jet, compared to the four engine turboprop 
P-3 it is replacing, it is a more capable plane. The P-8A has 23 percent more floor 
space and is larger (38 meter/118 foot wingspan, versus 32.25 meter/100 foot) and 
heavier (83 tons versus 61). Most other characteristics are the same. Both can stay 
in the air about 10 hours per sortie. Speed is different. Cruise speed for the 737 is 
910 kilometres an hour, versus 950 kmph for the P-3. This makes it possible for the 
P-8A to get to a patrol area faster, which is a major advantage when chasing down 
subs first spotted by distant sonar arrays or satellites. The 737 has, like the P-3, 
been equipped with hard points on the wings for torpedoes or missiles. The P-3 can 
also carry more weapons (9 tons versus 5.6). This is less of a factor as the weapons 
(torpedoes, missiles, mines, sonobouys) are lighter and more effective today and 
that trend continues. Both carry the same size crew of 10-11 pilots and equipment 
operators. Both aircraft carry search radar and various other sensors. 

The B-737 is a more modern design and has been used successfully since the 
1960s by commercial aviation. Navy aviators are confident that it will be as reliable 
as the P-3, which was based on the Electra civilian airliner that first flew in 1954. 
Only 170 Electras were built, plus 600 P-3s. Some Electras are still in service. The 
Boeing 737 first flew in 1965, and nearly 5,000 have been built with more than 3,000 
on order. The P-8A will be the first 737 designed with a bomb bay and four wing 
racks for weapons. The P-8 costs about $275 million each 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/india-japan-coast-guards-to-exercise-off-kochi/article5483866.ece
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In May 2013 India received the first of 12 P-8Is, and that aircraft was soon being 
flown around to various naval air bases that it expects to operate from. This includes 
the naval air base in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, where P-8Is would be able 
to watch the three main Chinese trade routes through the Indian Ocean. In the last 
three years India has increased its P-8I order from 8 to 12 aircraft. Only 12 are 
actually on order, but the Indian Navy expects the performance of the P-8I to 
convince the government to pay for another twelve. The Indian Navy was allowed to 
buy P-8Is largely in response to growing Chinese naval activity in the Indian Ocean. 
It was back in 2008 that India ordered its initial eight P-8s, for about $220 million 
each. The growing expense of maintaining their existing Russian Tu-142M 
reconnaissance aircraft, and the need for a more capable recon aircraft, led to that 
initial order. The first P-8I arrived ahead of schedule. 

The US was willing to provide a customised (to Indian needs) version of the P-9 at a 
price the Indians could justify. Other navies in the region that used the P-3 were 
enthusiastic about the P-8 as a worthy successor to the reliable and effective P-3. 
The US and Indian navies both received the P-8 at about the same time. The Indians 
P-8Is are slightly different than the P-8A the Americans will use. 

Source: Strategy Page, 21 December 

China Planning 110,000-Ton 'Super Aircraft Carrier' to Rival US Naval Power 

Following Washington‘s move to increase its 
military footprint in Asia, China has declared it 
is building a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier of 
a size to compete with the mightiest in the US 
naval fleet. Chinese website qianzhan.com, 
citing top sources in the People's Liberation 
Army, said China‘s first domestically produced 
aircraft carrier should be launched by 2020. "By 

that time, China will be able to confront the most advanced US carrier-based fighter 
jets in high sea," the Chinese-language article reads.  

The announcement comes amid heightened tensions in the region, aggravated by 
Washington‘s recent decision to increase its military might in and around the East 
China Sea. In September, the US Navy's first littoral combat ship, USS Freedom, 
arrived in Singapore to start its eight-month deployment in Southeast Asia. 
Meanwhile, Japan contributed to regional rhetoric when it announced a robust boost 
in defence spending over the next five years. Under the plan adopted, Japan will 
purchase new military hardware, including its 
first surveillance drones, US-made F-35 stealth 
fighters and Aegis combat systems, a move 
that triggered a sharp response from China. 
China "resolutely opposes" Japan‘s defence 
plan, Defence Ministry spokesman Geng 
Yansheng said in a statement posted on the 
ministry's website.  

Japan is making an effort to ensure the 

http://www.strategypage.com/%5Chtmw%5Chtnavai%5Carticles%5C20131221.aspx
http://www.qianzhan.com/military/detail/277/131115-1b57b192.html
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security and prosperity of the international community, but at the same time it is 
clinging to a Cold War mentality and beefing up its military alliance with relevant 
countries, he said. Thus far, tensions in the region have been limited to a harmless 
display of saber-rattling, but there have been some near misses. On Dec. 5, the USS 
Cowpens, a guided missile cruiser, nearly collided with China's first aircraft carrier, 
the Liaoning, a refurbished Soviet-era ship purchased from Ukraine. Although Beijing 
and Washington diplomats attempted to play down the incident, one analyst told the 
Christian Science Monitor that the event carried a warning from the Chinese. ―The 
Chinese are trying to make it clear that, if the US wants to operate in these waters, 
then it should be prepared to be operating under a high state of tension,‖ said Dean 
Cheng, senior research fellow for Chinese political and security affairs at the 
Heritage Foundation. ―If the US doesn‘t want tension, then it‘s very simple: leave.‖  

China's first domestically built aircraft carrier will 
be a larger version of Liaoning. The design is 
reportedly based on drafts of a Soviet-era, 
nuclear-powered, 80,000 ton vessel capable of 
carrying 60 aircraft. China has made some 
dramatic technological breakthroughs of late. In 
January, 2011, China conducted a test flight of 
a new stealth fighter jet, the J-20, on the same 

day that former US Defence Secretary Robert M. Gates was in Beijing for talks. 
China has also demonstrated remarkable technical ability beyond purely military 
pursuits. Just this month, China became the third country, behind the United States 
and the Soviet Union, to put an unmanned spacecraft on the Moon. 

Source: RT, 22 December 

Procurement of Additional Barak Missiles for Indian Navy Cleared 

India's Defence Ministry has cleared procurement proposals of over Rs 16,000 crore, 
including that of additional Israeli Barak missiles for the navy, sources said. The 
sources said that Defence Acquisitions Council headed by Defence Minister AK 
Antony had also cleared projects for acquiring 41 Dhruv advanced light helicopters, 
two deep submergence submarine rescue vessels and 16 anti-submarine boats. The 
sources said that the ministry had put on hold procurement of Barak-I missile 
because of a Central Bureau of Investigation case for the past over five years. They 
said that clearance for the Barak missiles is expected to come as a relief for Navy 
which had strongly pitched for them to due to their depleting stocks. 

Source: Zee News, 23 December 

Indian Navy to Acquire Four Landing Platform Dock Ships 

The Indian Navy recently put out to tender a contract for the domestic construction of 
four landing platform dock (LPD) ships at an estimated cost of $2.6 billion US, 
according to my colleagues at Defence News. Two of the ships will be built in a 
private shipyard depending on which firm wins the contract, while the other two will 
be built by the state-owned Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL). Each of the 
competing yards has teamed up with an international builder, which includes Spain‘s 

http://rt.com/news/china-super-aircraft-carrier-634/
http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/procurement-of-additional-barak-missiles-for-indian-navy-cleared_898867.html
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Navantia and DCNS of France, according to the report. Estimated to be in the range 
of 20,000 tons, the vessels, once built, will grant the IN a modernised amphibious lift 
capability that had previously been lacking considering the range of the Indian 
Navy‘s area of responsibility. It is expected that the ships will be no more than 215 
metres in length, and will feature well decks, as the tender specifies that they should 
be able to operate traditional and air-cushion landing craft, the report noted. 

Source: Ottawa Citizen, 24 December 

Sri Lankan Navy Commander Visits Iran’s ‘Younus’ Submarine 

―We could host a submarine in Colombo port after 
a long time and it was a rare opportunity for us to 
visit such a submarine,‖ the Sri Lankan navy 
commander said after visiting the submarine. 
During the tour, the Iranian commanders informed 
their Sri Lankan counterparts of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran‘s military capabilities. In 2011, 
'Younus' submarine managed to set a new record 
in sailing the international waters and high seas 

for 68 days. Iran's Younus submarine, sailing alongside warships of the 14th fleet of 
the Iranian Navy, returned home in early June 2011 following an over two-month-
long mission in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. Younus is now a part of the 
Iranian Navy‘s 28th flotilla of warships which had docked in Mumbai port before 
berthing in Colombo. The 28th Flotilla comprises Alborz destroyer, Bandar Abbas 
helicopter-carrier warship, carrying the 212 combat choppers, and Younus.  

The 28th Fleet of the Iranian Navy berthed in Mumbai early December. During its 
stay in Mumbai port, the flotilla was visited by Commander of India‘s West Navy 
Admiral Shekar Sinha. After the visit, he underlined the need for the deepening of 
defence cooperation with the Iranian Navy, especially in the Persian Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean. ―The Indian Navy has full readiness to expand relations between the 
two countries‘ navies and exchange of a flotilla to Bandar Abbas port,‖ Admiral Sinha 
said in a meeting with Commander of the 28th Flotilla Captain Babak Balouch in 
Mumbai port earlier this month. He reiterated that the two countries‘ navies have a 
lot of potential for joint cooperation, and said, ―We welcome expansion of such 
collaboration. During its sailing towards India, the 28th flotilla also rescued a Liberian 
ship heading towards Fujairah port in the UAE by repelling the pirates‘ attacks 
against it 

Source: FARS, 25 December 

US Navy’s Ocean-Powered Drones to Wage Underwater War 

While American drones patrol the skies in war-torn 
countries like Afghanistan, the United States is also 
looking to establish a similar presence in the 
world‘s oceans – by using underwater drones. The 
new ocean-faring drones, called ―Slocum Gliders,‖ 
won‘t need fuel to function like their aerial 

http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2013/12/24/indian-navy-to-acquire-four-landing-platform-dock-ships/
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13921004000902
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counterparts do. Instead, they‘ll power themselves with the ocean current itself, 
stealthily scanning the surrounding area and feeding information back to other 
military vessels. Using a process dubbed ―hydraulic buoyancy,‖ the Glider can adjust 
its density based on the water around it. This allows the drone to sink lower or raise 
itself up among the ocean currents, moving at a speed of up to one mile (1.6 km) an 
hour. 

According to a report by Time, the Navy is currently planning to send one of these 
gliders on a five-year test run. The drones are named after Captain Joshua Slocum, 
who became the first man to single-handedly sail around the entire world in the late 
1800s. Currently, the gliders gather data related to the surrounding water, which can 
be used to effectively calibrate sonar. A new $203,000 contract with Teledyne Webb 
Research, however, has the potential to add more capabilities to the machines. 
Eventually, the Navy hopes that a group of gliders will be able to detect underwater 
mines and enemy submarines in the event of war. ―Carrying a wide variety of 
sensors, they can be programmed to patrol for weeks at a time, surfacing to transmit 
their data to shore while downloading new instructions at regular intervals, realising a 
substantial cost savings compared to traditional surface ships,‖ reads the Slocum 
Glider page on Teledyne‘s website. 

The gliders were first commissioned by the Navy in 2009, when it invested just over 
$56 million for up to 150 ―Littoral Battleship-Sensing‖ gliders. These are scheduled to 
arrive in 2014, and according to Time, the Navy is hoping they will be used ―for mine 
countermeasures and other tasks important to expeditionary warfare...ultimately 
reducing or eliminating the need for sailors and Marines to enter the dangerous 
shallow waters just off shore in order to clear mines in preparation for expeditionary 
operations.‖ Meanwhile, a NATO report from last year explored the possibility that 
gliders could be launched directly from submarines instead of surface ships. 
―Operating gliders from submarines represents a step forward to embedding this 
technology into naval operations,‖ the report said. ―Unlike surface ships, submarines 
are stealth platforms that could transit denied areas while releasing a glider fleet,‖ 
the report stated. Even as the US expands its surveillance capabilities under the sea, 
it is also using the ocean to boost its fleet of airborne drones. Earlier this month, RT 
reported that the Navy successfully launched an aerial drone into the sky from a 
submerged submarine. 

Source: RT, 26 December 

Indian Navy to Get Two Deep-Sea Rescue Vessels 

The Defence Ministry has cleared a proposal to 
procure two deep-sea rescue vessels against the 
backdrop of the death of 18 personnel in the sinking 
of INS Sindhurakshak submarine. The need to 
procure Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicles 
(DSRVs) has long been felt by the Navy, but after 
the mishap in August it has been felt more. The 
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has cleared the 

Rs 1,500 crore proposals for buying two DSRVs for the navy, defence sources said 
here. Though the Russian-origin Kilo Class Sindhurakshak sunk inside the harbour 

http://rt.com/usa/navy's-ocean-powered-drone-843/
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and there was no way its crew could have been saved by such vessels, the DSRVs 
are being procured to cater to similar situations in deep seas, they said. The meeting 
also cleared a Rs 13,000 crore proposal for indigenously building Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Shallow Water Craft for operations in coastal water, within 200NM of the 
base port. The around 700-tonne vessels would be used by the Navy to combat the 
threat posed by enemy submarines operating close to its waters and would also be 
used for undertaking low intensity maritime operations and laying of anti-ship and 
anti-submarine mines, they said. The vessels are expected to be built by the PSU 
shipyard GRSE which has sought the design from Indian manufacturers. 

Source: Brahmand, 26 December 

Caspian Sea Region Acquires Increasing Importance for Turkmenistan 

Currently the Caspian Sea region is acquiring 
increasing importance for Turkmenistan, a 
message from the Turkmen government said on 
Dec.26. ―The existence of significant volume of 
natural resources – fuel, energy, fish, agro-
climatic, recreational resources and favourable 
transport and geographical location can be a 
basis for increasing the production and 
expanding the trade and economic cooperation 
with foreign countries,‖ according to the message 
of the Turkmen government. The shortest ways 
linking the Central Asia states with European 

countries, India and Pakistan, as well as with the countries of the Indian Ocean basin 
run through the Caspian Sea. At this stage, objective prerequisites are being created 
for turning the Caspian Sea and its coastal areas into an important transit centre of 
trade through which Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 
and other countries that have limited access to ocean communications will trade with 
Europe. 

―Taking all this into consideration, within the strategic and medium-term programs 
Turkmenistan, plans to intensify the implementation of measures to develop a 
national maritime transport potential in accordance with criteria of reliability, 
competitiveness and quality of maintenance of cargo flows,‖ the message of 
Turkmen government said. The current Turkmenbashi port processes around 7.9 
million tons of cargo per year. After the completion of construction of essentially new 
maritime infrastructure of the port, the cargo turnover will double in 2017, and its 
capacity will exceed 20 million tons per year. The project, worth $2 billion is being 
implemented by Turkish Gap Insaat. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 26 December 

Pakistan's Maritime Defence is Impregnable: Nawaz Sharif 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said that the nation is firmly behind Pakistan Navy 
and would ensure that it is equipped with latest weaponry and technology to 
safeguard national frontiers. He was addressing midshipman passing out parade at 

http://www.brahmand.com/news/Indian-Navy-to-get-two-deep-sea-rescue-vessels/11715/1/17.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/26122013-caspian-sea-region-acquires-increasing-importance-turkmenistan/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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Pakistan Naval Academy in Karachi. The Prime Minister said Pakistan is more stable 
and more democratic. Sound policies to counter external as well as internal threats 
are bringing results today. He said Pakistan Navy is capable and professional force 
and hoped that it would prove its mettle in safeguarding maritime interests of the 
country. Nawaz Sharif said Pakistan's maritime defence is impregnable. He pointed 
out that recent induction of indigenously made frigates‚ fast attack surface-to-surface 
missiles and acquisition of six modified P3C aircraft with latest avionics and sensors 
into Pakistan Navy will significantly add to the combat potential of the naval force. 
The Prime Minister said Pakistan Navy has a proud history and has performed with 
excellence whether it was Operation Dwarka in 1965 war‚ sub-marine operation of 
1971 or supporting the civilian Governments in times of natural calamities like 
earthquakes or floods. Mian Nawaz Sharif noted that Midshipmen from brotherly 
countries are also on the parade. The training they are receiving‚ would not only help 
them in professionally serving their nation‚ but will also be a reminder of the long 
lasting friendship our countries mutually enjoy. 

Source: The Nation, 28 December 

Nation’s Biggest Warship to Dock in Three Weeks 

INS Vikramaditya, India‘s largest aircraft carrier 
will soon be entering Indian waters. It is currently 
on its way from Russia, where it underwent a 
complete refit, to the port of Karwar. It can 
accommodate 30 fighter planes and a fleet of 
helicopters. It has 2,000 Russian and Indian Navy 
officers on board and is expected to dock at the 
INS Kadamba at the end of January. ―The INS 

Vikramaditya is the largest and tallest warship that we have. It‘s a refurbished 
version of the Russian Admiral Gorshkov. It has the Resistor-E radar complex, an 
automated system designed to provide air traffic control, approach/landing and short-
range navigation for ship-borne aircraft. Tall cranes are required to maintain these 
systems,‖ said a naval officer. Depth in jetty area needs to be increased to 
accommodate 45,000 tonne vessel. ―Besides this, the power supply and fuel supply 
connection to the vessel are being finalised. We are also looking for residential 
accommodation for the 2,000 crew,‖ the officer said. An assortment of MiG 29K, 
Kamov 31, Kamov 28, Sea King, ALH-Dhruv and Chetak helicopters will form the 
airborne armoury of the Vikramaditya. ―The MiG 29K swing role fighter is the main 
offensive platform and provides a quantum jump for the Indian Navy‘s maritime strike 
capability. These fourth generation fighters provide a significant fillip for the Indian 
Navy with a range of over 700 nautical miles (extendable to over 1,900 nm with mid-
air refuelling) and an array of weapons including anti-ship missiles,‖ the official 
explained. 

Know Your INS Vikramaditya: It‘s being considered a ‗game-changer‘ for the 

Indian Navy. The largest floating airfield of India has an overall length of 284 metres 
and a maximum beam of 60 metres. Standing about 20 storeys tall from keel to the 
highest point, the vessel weighs 44,500 tonnes. The ship has a total of 22 decks. 
The vessel can speed up to 30 knots as she is powered by eight new-generation 
boilers of steam capacity of 100 TPH. The Vikramaditya also boasts of a modern 

http://www.nation.com.pk/karachi/28-Dec-2013/pakistan-s-maritime-defense-is-impregnable-pm
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communication complex, CCS MK II, to meet her external communication 
requirements. Installation of Link II tactical data system allows her to be fully 
integrated with the Indian Navy's network centric operations. 

Source: Deccan Chronicle, 28 December 

Russian Navy-2013: Regaining Former Strength, Introducing New Inventions 

This year has been marked by a series of 
significant events in foreign and defence policy. A 
massive armed forces modernisation also covered 
the Navy, which represents the main tool meant 
for enhancing influence of the great sea power. 
Symbolically, the year began with putting in 
service of the Russian Navy the newest strategic 
ballistic missile submarine Yuri Dolgorukiy and 

ends with deploying the same class submarine Alexander Nevsky. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin notes that the pace at which Russia is building its nuclear 
underwater fleet allows us to hope that by 2020 the country will manage to 
completely renew a marine component of its nuclear triad. Yuri Dolgorukiy and 
Alexander Nevsky are Borei class submarines. The third missile submarine of this 
class, Vladimir Monomakh, is now being tested and due to be set for duty next year. 
The Russian Navy will obtain five similar submarines over the next seven years. And 
each new version will be improved in some way in comparison to the first submarine 
of the series. If today each of the above-mentioned models is equipped with 16 new 
generation ballistic missiles Bulava, modified submarines are expected to carry 20 
such missiles. The Bulava missile is capable of delivering from six to ten 
independently targeted warheads. 

Russia has launched such an extensive modernisation of its strategic nuclear forces 
guided by the fact that Soviet nuclear arms systems have become obsolete rather 
than a desire to have more nuclear weapons than other countries, Igor Korotchenko, 
a chief editor of Natsionalnaya Oborona magazine (National security in Russian), 
says. ―When the Soviet nuclear submarines expire, we‘ll be employing four Borei in 
the Pacific Ocean fleet and four - in the North fleet. A non-stop combat patrolling by 
at least two submarines – one in the North fleet and the other in the Pacific Ocean 
fleet – are ready to immediately launch a missile against its potential enemy,‖ he 
believes. Apart from Borei missiles, by 2020 the Russian Navy is supposed to 
employ not less than eight new generation multi-purpose nuclear submarine 
projects, Yasen, armed with cruise missiles of the fourth generation. A first ship of 
this series, Severodvinsk, is almost ready. Simultaneously, an upcoming 
modernisation of nine multi-purpose nuclear submarines, dubbed Akula, was 
announced. These ships are armed with the Shkval torpedoes and Granat cruise 
missiles. The Akula is capable of destroying both marine and coastal enemies‘ 
targets. Finally, the Russian fleet is putting into service latest modifications of the 
diesel-powered Varshavyanka and Lada submarines, which equipped with the Club 
modern cruise missile complex. 

In all, in 2013 the Russian Navy obtained a few dozens of combat and auxiliary 
ships, including stealth corvettes, frigates, missile carrying ships and speedboats. 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/131228/news-current-affairs/article/nation%E2%80%99s-biggest-warship-dock-three-weeks
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After the modified Vikramaditya aircraft carrier entered into service with the Indian 
Navy, debates over the creation of its own carrier fleet resumed in Russian military 
circles. According to military men and politicians, unpredictability of the situation on 
the international arena and geopolitical interests of Russia require the building of 
new aircraft carriers. There is a point of view that an experience of deep and 
complex modernisation of an aircraft carrier for India may come in handy. 
Nevertheless, it‘s obvious that carrier themselves are only half the battle, Viktor 
Litovkin, a managing editor of the Nezavisimoye voyennoye obozreniye newspaper 
(Independent Military Review in Russian) thinks. 

―One aircraft carrier carries a certain number of planes, either destroyers or 
bombers, and at least one plane of distant radio location and targeting. Besides, an 
aircraft carrier needs a large convoy escort of ships – several missile cruisers, 
several destroyers, several corvettes and service ships. So, the task is much more 
complicated than to build one aircraft carrier. We have to create whole groups of 
ships. Russia needs at least one such group for its northern seas, and one – for the 
Pacific Ocean.‖ According to experts‘ estimations, a new aircraft carrier may be 
created in Russia not earlier than in 2020. Speaking about the events of the outgoing 
year that have to do with navy, 2013 will come down in history not only as a year of 
new inventions in this sphere. The appearance of the Russian navy flag near Syria‘s 
borders speaks of the fact that after a long break, the Russian navy is again entering 
the world‘s seas and oceans. 

Source: Voice of Russia, 28 December 

Advancement of Pak Navy Strengthens Protection of Maritime Boundary 

Pakistan Navy has got updated with the 
availability of sophisticated equipment‘s and 
endurance for the safety of maritime boundary. 
Talking to Radio Pakistan, defence analyst 
Brig(R) Farooq Hameed Khan has said 
Pakistan Navy has always been a great 
strength in defending our maritime border. He 
said that Pak Navy not only protect the defence 
of country but it also plays vital role to provide 

security and defence to commercial and trade ships. He said that for the last few 
years, Navy has been advanced by providing it with sophisticated equipment so that 
our maritime boundary could be safe. To a question, he said that Hameed Khan said 
that as though India recently provided its Navy some sophisticated technology but 
Pakistan Navy also is not behind the Indian Navy. 

He further said that it is reported that China is going to provide most sophisticated 
submarine to Pakistan, adding that through this, our navy would further be 
strengthened. Talking in the programme, Head Department of IR, National Defence 
University, Dr. Muhammad Khan said that Pakistan Navy's defence capabilities have 
been greatly increased during the last few years. He said that Navy played important 
role in the defence of any country. UK had ruled the world due to its strong naval 
force in the 19th and 20th century. He further said that in the modern era US is 
playing important role in world politics due to its Navy. "Nearly 90 percent of world 

http://voiceofrussia.com/2013_12_28/Russian-Navy-2013-regaining-former-strength-introducing-new-inventions-2232/
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trade took place through sea, so for guarding the sea frontiers are very important 
responsibility of navy," he added. 

Source: Business Recorder, 29 December 

Vietnam tells Schools to Ditch e-Map that Backs PRC'S Maritime Claims 

China's nationalistic English-language tabloid 
Global Times reported on Dec. 27 that Vietnam's 
government has ordered that schools in the 
country stop using an e-map because it labels 
South China Sea and its islands as belonging to 
China. On Dec. 24, Vietnam's Ministry of 
Education reportedly gave an order to all middle 
schools stop using the software map in geography 
classes. Global Times said that Vietnam also 
recognised that the area belongs to China before 
1975. In 1974, the maps in textbooks said that the 
islands in the South China Sea made a great wall 
to protect mainland China in their introduction to 
the People's Republic of China. From 1975, 
Vietnam changed its policy and began to claim 
sovereignty over parts of the South China Sea 
and its military began to occupy some of the 
islands, Global Times said. Islands in the South 

China Sea contested by China and Vietnam include the Paracel and Spratly islands. 
The two countries fought a brief engagement in 1988 over Johnson South Reef in 
the Spratlys, in which more than 70 Vietnamese sailors perished. 

Source: Want China Times, 29 December 

Navy Plans Joint African Exercise to Tackle Maritime Illegalities 

To nip the rising tide of maritime illegalities 
especially in the Gulf of Guinea, the Nigerian 
Navy (NN) said a joint naval exercise between 
African countries will begin in the first quarter 
of 2014. The Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), Vice 
Admiral Dele Ezeoba, made this disclosure in 
an interview with journalists during the 
ceremony held in Lagos to welcome Nigerian 
Navy Ship (NNS) Thunder from a four-month 

trip to Australia. NNS Thunder had with its 164-crew sailed to Australia to attend the 
international fleet review and came out tops in the different exercises held, especially 
the tug-of-war, which they won. The vessel which arrived the jetty of the Western 
Naval Command (WNC), Apapa, Lagos, was received by the CNS‘s wife, Mrs Vivian 
Ezeoba; the Chief of Engineering, Rear Admiral Emeraku Ijioma and the General 
Officer Commanding, 81 Division of the Nigerian Army, Major General Obi Umahi.  

http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/108-pakistan-top-news/150692-advancement-of-pak-navy-strengthen-protection-of-maritime-boundary.html
http://www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?id=20131229000004&cid=1101
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Others were the Flag Officers Commanding WNC, Eastern Naval Command and 
Naval Training Command (NAVTRAC), Rear Admirals Ibok-Ette Ibas, Joe Aikhomu 
and Goddy Ayankpele, respectively, amongst other serving and retired senior 
officers. The CNS, who was represented by the Chief of Plans Naval Headquarters, 
Rear Admiral Emmanuel Ogbor, said the forthcoming exercise would kick off with a 
diplomatic visit of NN warships to countries within the West African Coast. He also 
added that the fleet would from 2014 commence its diplomatic duties by conducting 
flag showing exercises within West Africa countries including Cameroun, Togo and 
Ghana. He said, ―The trip made by Thunder was in line with the CNS‘s Strategic 
Guidance 01 which is to ensure that the force‘s traditional roles are fulfilled. We have 
just spoken about Strategic Guidance 01 and Strategic Guidance 02 is out and in 
this it stipulates that all the country that we have not visited for a while, we will begin 
to visit them in 2014.‖ 

Source: This Day Live, 29 December 

In Troubled Waters 

The salvage of the INS Sindhurakshak is finally in 
sight, with the Indian Navy in the ―final stages‖ of 
selecting the private firm that will retrieve the 
3,000-tonne behemoth. However, experts and 
officers still point towards the Indian Navy‘s weak 
underwater capability after the loss of a frontline 
warship. Vice-Admiral Shekhar Sinha, chief of the 
Western Naval Command admitted to this at a 
recent press conference. ―It is true that we have a 
depleted fleet,‖ but added that that it did not 

mean, ―nothing was being done to salvage the ship‖. 

The debate over the Indian failure to evolve a strong submarine force became more 
intense after the loss of the Kilo-class INS Sindhurakshak when the fact about the 
Navy being left with only nine submarines with an operational readiness was 
exposed. The original submarine force came down to 13 — this includes the Russian 
Kilo and German HDWs — after the Sindhurakshak. Four Kilo-class submarines and 
two HDW boats are currently undergoing a refit and life extension programme at the 
Hindustan Shipyard in Vishakhapatnam and the MDL in Mumbai respectively. 
However, the saving grace was the induction of the nuclear powered Russian Akula 
II (rechristened INS Chakra) and indigenously built INS Arihant. 

―Three out of five firms that had participated in the global tender have been selected 
in the technical bids and a cost negotiation committee is working out the financial 
modalities,‖ Mr Sinha said. However, experts and former naval officers, especially 
submariners, are trembling over China‘s potent submarine force with 45 diesel 
electric submarines and 8 nuclear powered boats. ―We celebrate having more 
aircraft carriers, but it is the submarines which are the real game changers,‖ said a 
former Navy officer who retired as a Captain and had served on one of the 
Shishumar-class (German HDW) submarines. 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/navy-plans-joint-african-exercise-to-tackle-maritime-illegalities/167495/
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On the night of August 14 this year, an explosion rocked the Sindhurakshak, killing 
all the 18 crewmembers on-board. Although the enquiry is still pending owing to the 
boat still being underwater, experts are almost convinced of the blast to have 
occurred in the forward compartment — which also houses the torpedoes — when 
the Klub-S cruise missiles were being loaded into the tubes. Over the following 
week, 11 bodies were recovered by painstaking diving sorties by Navy divers, out of 
which only nine were identified through DNA tests. The unfound bodies could have 
very well have ―evaporated‖, experts scarily admit. Officers suspect either a human 
lapse or a technical fault having occurred during ―ammunitioning‖ — the procedure 
when weaponry is being loaded. ―Something might have set off the warhead,‖ said 
an officer. 

Apart from the Sindhurakshak, the hopelessly inordinate delay in the manufacture of 
the French Scorpene submarines at MDL also adds to the shrunken underwater 
fleet. The Mazgaon Dock Limited, which is building the boats in a transfer of 
technology (TOT) agreement with the French DCNS, has pushed ahead the deadline 
to 2016. Experts feel that by the time the first three Scorpene boats come out, they 
will be obsolete since the Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) — that enhances 
underwater duration by reducing the need to resurface periodically for recharging 
batteries —would be absent. 

Commodore (Retd) Uday Bhaskar said that India had failed to develop a ―strong 
ecosystem‖ of ancillary private industries for participation in defence manufacturing. 
―This makes us a buyer Navy and not a builder‘s Navy. It fans out into a larger issue 
of industrial and economic policy by the government,‖ he said. About the 
Sindhurakshak, he said the interplay between inviting foreign firms for salvaging — 
which are already a handful in the world — and the investigation into the accident is 
a ―chicken and egg‖ game. ―Firms have to be invited here apart from funding their 
stay and accommodation. Each one surveys the ship, goes back to their home 
country and decides whether to participate or not. At the same time, the enquiry 
cannot take place since the boat is still under water. The salvage operation in itself is 
a task. The fact that the Russian submarine Kursk took eight years to retrieve is 
testament to this truth,‖ explains Mr Bhaskar. 

Source: The Asian Age, 30 December 

 

'MI6 Agent' Was Spying on Iran Oil Shipping, Officials Claim 

The Iranian man arrested for spying for British intelligence was helping foreign 
governments impose EU sanctions on covert oil shipping operations; 
parliamentarians in the country have been briefed. An Iranian MP revealed the 
alleged MI6 agent was passing information on Iran's shipping industries to its 
"enemies", to be used in international efforts to cripple the sector. Court officials in 
the city of Kerman said a suspect had confessed to holding 11 meetings inside and 
outside the country with British intelligence. Alireza Manzari Tavakoli, an intelligence 
specialist in the Iranian parliament, was quoted on a news website claiming that the 
man handed over details of sanctions-busting activities. "We have received further 

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/troubled-waters-655
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information about the arrested individual that suggests that he has been involved in 
passing secret data on Iran's shipping industries and the insurance covers on our oil 
tankers to the British intelligence services," he said. "The EU could use them for 
imposing more sanctions on our shipping sectors. 

"The arrested individual has also confessed to passing economic intelligence about 
Iran's use of other countries' flags in transporting its oil abroad. The information 
provided by this spy has been used by the enemies of the Islamic Republic to pass 
new and more sanctions on Iran." Britain's role as the centre of the global maritime 
industry and leading insurance hub of the merchant fleet means London was pivotal 
to efforts to impose a virtual shutdown of Iran's oil shipping through EU-wide 
sanctions. Meanwhile Dadkhoda Salari, the public prosecutor in the city of Kerman, 
has described the alleged spy as a 50-year-old man, with good university education 
and fluent in English, who has never held any government job. Iran's Ministry of 
Intelligence agents had been monitoring his movements for the last two months. 

Hardliners opposed to the current thaw in British relations with Iran could use the 
spying revelations to disrupt progress towards restoration of full diplomatic ties. 
Conservative factions have already sought to secure the withdrawal of an invitation 
by Iran's parliament to Jack Straw, the former foreign secretary, to fly to Tehran for a 
fence-mending visit. The announcement of the case came just a day after Iran's new 
non-resident envoy to Britain, Hassan Habibollah-Zadeh, held talks in London on his 
first visit since his appointment last month. Ajay Sharma, his British counterpart, 
broke a two-year freeze in diplomatic relations earlier this month when, following the 
temporary deal on Iran's nuclear programme in Geneva, he visited the Tehran 
embassy that was looted by an Iranian mob in November 2011. 

Source: The Telegraph, 15 December 

From Nicaragua Canal to Ukraine Ports, Chinese Maritime Development is on a 
Roll 

Wang Jing, the Chinese billionaire behind the 
plan to build a waterway across Nicaragua to rival 
the Panama Canal, is on an international 
infrastructure binge. While Ukraine digs itself 
deeper into political crisis, Beijing Interoceanic 
Canal Investment Management (BICIM) has been 
quietly getting on with business. The Wang-
controlled BICIM has agreed to invest US$10 

billion in the construction of a port and economic zone in Sevastopol, Ukraine‘s 
second largest port. Wang and newly embattled Ukrainian president Viktor 
Yanukovych met vice-premier Ma Kai in Beijing after which he explained to reporters 
that the first US$3 billion phase of the project would include an economic 
development zone with high-tech logistics and industrial parks. Phase two will need 
another US$7 billion for the construction of a refinery, liquefied natural gas 
production plant, an airport and a shipyard. Partnering with BICIM in the project is a 
Ukrainian company called Kievgidroinvest. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/10519012/MI6-agent-was-spying-on-Iran-oil-shipping-officials-claim.html
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BICIM is the parent company of HKND Group, an infrastructure developer that won 
the concession to build the Nicaragua canal. The experience it will gain in building 
the canal appears to be one of the reasons BICIM was awarded the contract by the 
Ukrainian government. The Sevastopol deep water port will improve China‘s 
shipping access to Europe, cutting thousands of kilometres off the Asia-Europe 
journey. BICIM will hold a larger share than its Ukrainian partner but Wang declined 
to reveal details of the other investors, only to say that financial support had been 
secured. 

Wang has also declined to reveal the global investors that he claims have been 
secured to pour money into the Nicaragua canal project. So far the route for the 286-
kilometre canal has been fixed. A legal challenge to stop the project was dismissed 
by the Nicaragua Supreme Court after it found the canal construction would not 
violate the country‘s constitution. Work is scheduled to begin by the end of next year 
and take six years to complete. However, Wang said the investment required for the 
project has been increased from US$10 billion to US$50 billion, which should be 
raising red flags among investors. Infrastructure budgets often need to be revised 
upwards, although 500 percent is a bit rude. 

Source: Strat Risks, 20 December 

Vietnamese Firms Face Rivalry Waves in Maritime Shipping 

Local companies in the maritime shipping market will have to struggle amidst fierce 
competition with experienced and well-funded players from abroad, as they battle for 
dwindling orders, reports Vietnam News Agency (VNA). Many Vietnamese shipping 
firms struggle with bad debts and have had to sell some vessels to cover business 
costs, after attempts to cut fees for orders. The situation was described by Trinh The 
Cuong, head of transport and freight services at the Vietnam Maritime Administration 
(VMA), at workshop entitled "Competing in maritime shipping: Experience from 
Japan". The workshop was held jointly by the Vietnam Competition Administration 
Department (VCAD) and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 
According to VMA's statistics, as of June 31, 2013, Vietnam's fleet had 1,788 
vessels, 4.3 million GT, 6.9 million DWT; 577 ship owners, including 33 State-owned, 
544 private; 49 seaports and 300 wharves. 

However, Vietnamese firms hold only 15 per cent of the market share, leaving 
foreign maritime shipping firms with as much as 85 per cent of the domestic market 
and 100 per cent of orders to America and Europe. The shorter order list and higher 
fees add more pressure to domestic shippers. Also, the 2014-16 periods is expected 
to see a many orders for shipping cut throughout the world. Tran Thi Phuong Nhung 
of the competition supervision and administration under the VCAD said that foreign 
firms compete with large fleets and sub-fees, including port congestion, exchange 
rates, and cargo loading. Meanwhile, local firms rely on primary techniques, such as 
experience and costs. According to VNA Vietnamese shipping firms, despite their 
small scale and fragmented operations, have chosen to use unfair competition in 
price to win service contracts, rather than working with each other for further 
development. This causes local businesses to be less competitive than foreign 
companies in the shipping market. 

http://stratrisks.com/geostrat/17162
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Another fact is that while the domestic shipping firms are competing with each other, 
the largest shipping groups in the world have been gradually integrating into 
Vietnam's shipping market and dominating it. At the same time, Vietnam is ramping 
up seaport infrastructure and shipping services with the goal of turning maritime 
shipping into one of the top sea-based economic sectors after 2020, making up 53-
55 per cent of the country's gross domestic product (GDP). VMA suggested that 
Vietnam should quicken administrative reforms in related fields and devise legal 
documents and strategies, in line with Vietnam's law and international conventions, 
to which the country is a member. Vietnam has joined 22 international conventions, 
treaties and protocols, and signed 22 bilateral maritime pacts with many countries. 

Source: Bernama, 23 December 

Shipping Ministry to Increase Port Capacity 

The Ministry of Shipping is planning to increase 
port capacity by the end of the 12th Five-Year Plan 
to 2,493.10 Million Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA), 
with major ports (owned by the Union government 
under the shipping ministry) accounting for about 
50 per cent of this capacity.  

The ministry made the statements in a year-end 
review report for 2013. In it, the ministry said that 
the capacity of Indian ports was 1,245.30 MTPA at 

the end of the 11th Plan period and the target was to increase it to 2,493.10 MTPA 
by the end of the 12th Plan. In 2013-14, the ministry said, 30 projects had been 
targeted for award involving an additional capacity of 282 MTPA, with an investment 
of Rs 24,959 crore. As on September 30, 13 of these projects had already been 
awarded, entailing an investment of Rs 3,831.30 crore and an additional capacity of 
80.85 MTPA.  

During the financial year, the ministry said it had been focusing on new capacity 
augmentation and mechanisation projects apart from capital dredging ones. To 
achieve the 12th Plan targets for capacity augmentation, the work on two new major 
ports, one at Sagar Island in West Bengal and the other at Durgarajpatnam in 
Andhra Pradesh are in progress. These two ports would add an additional capacity 
of around 100 MTPA, said the ministry.  

On inland water transport sector, which is being regulated by it, the ministry said the 
sector would be given a special thrust during the 12th Plan. So far, five waterways 
have been declared National Waterways. In addition, a stretch of the Barak River 
from Lakhipur in Manipur to Bhanga in Assam (121 km) is proposed to be declared 
as the sixth national waterway. In November, 2013, transportation of three MTPA of 
imported coal for seven years from Haldia (Sandheads) to NTPC‘s power plant at 
Farakka through National Waterway - 1 commenced. 

Source: Business Standard, 25 December 

http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v7/wn/newsworld.php?id=1003115
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/shipping-ministry-plans-to-add-282-mt-a-year-capacity-113122400657_1.html
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EU to Address Maritime Emissions, Invasive Species 

The Environment Council of the European Union (EU) will discuss the bloc‘s 
regulations on carbon dioxide emission from maritime transport and invasive species 
in Brussels. The Environment Ministers of the 28 EU member states will exchange 
their views on the regulation on the monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon 
dioxide emissions from maritime transport in the EU territorial waters. ―Since July, we 
have worked hard aiming to prepare the grounds for the negotiation with the 
European Parliament. At the Environment Council, we will consider the scope of the 
proposal and the balance between ensuring a minimum level-playing field and 
allowing the necessary flexibility while minimising administrative burden,‖ Lithuanian 
Environment Minister Valentinas Mazuronis said in a statement. The Council will 
have an orientation debate on a draft regulation on the prevention and management 
of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species. The European Commission 
presented a proposal in September suggesting the EU establish a framework for 
action to prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact of invasive alien species 
on biodiversity and ecosystem services. ―The Lithuanian presidency believes that 
scope of the regulation, particularly on the establishment of the list of invasive alien 
species, as well as actions at the level of EU bio-geographic regions are the most 
important issues at this stage,‖ Mazuronis added. 

Source: Eco-Business, 15 December 

Ship Emissions Blamed for Worsening Pollution in Hong Kong 

Smog is a common sight in Hong Kong, 
with the amount of polluted days 
increasing by 28% to 303 so far this year. 
Hong Kongers would be quick to point 
the finger at Chinese factories across the 
border. Yet, research is increasingly 
indicating that the problem is much more 
localised, coming from emissions 
produced by shipping. "What we know in 
Hong Kong is that up to 50% of pollution 

[locally produced] sources come from marine vessels," said Gina McCarthy, 
administrator at the US Environmental Protection Agency. Smog levels within the city 
of over 7 million reached hazardous levels with particles in one urban area, Sham 
Shui Po hitting a PM2.5, hitting 91.7 micrograms per cubic meter of air. Anything 
above 71 is classified as "very dangerous" according to the World Health 
Organisation guidelines. Maritime pollution in Hong Kong is blamed for the most 
sulphur dioxide-related deaths within the region. According to a recent report jointly 
compiled by the Civic Exchange and The University of Science and Technology, 
Hong Kong saw 385 deaths caused by the hazardous chemical, for which shipping is 
to blame. 

http://www.eco-business.com/news/eu-address-maritime-emissions-invasive-species/
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The city lacks regulations in tackling maritime pollution, as there is no legislation or 
requirements for shipping companies to switch to cleaner fuel when entering Hong 
Kong waters. Wong Chit-ming, associate professor at the University of Hong Kong's 
School of Public Health noted the Asian hub would continue to see a growth in the 
amount of pollution from container ships under current lack of regulations. He linked 
this to an ever-increasing flow of marine traffic coming through the city. However, the 
government is slowly starting to become more aware of the situation, said Simon Ng 
Ka-wing, head of transport and sustainability research at Civic Exchange, a Hong 
Kong think tank that advises the government on policy. "In the past we pointed 
fingers to Guangdong [the province neighbouring Hong Kong] saying it is the only 
reason we suffer from air pollution without knowing that there is locally produced 
pollution. But now we are getting a clear picture that we can clean up quicker 
locally." The city is lagging behind many other hubs in the world such as those within 
Europe and North America, which have regulations requiring vessels to switch to 
cleaner emitting fuel, an initiative known as the Emission Control Area (ECA). 

Marine vessels in Hong Kong can burn cheaper and more hazardous 3.5% sulphur 
oil, while in various ECA zones, vessels cannot exceed 0.5%. New regulations by 
the International Maritime Organisation, a United Nations agency that is responsible 
for the safety of maritime vessels and works to prevent pollution from ships, is 
looking into forcing vessels to burn no more than 0.5% of sulphur by 2020. This 
applies to bigger container and cruise ships, whilst smaller local craft are dealt with 
under other regulation. Arthur Bowring, managing director of the Hong Kong Ship-
owners Association said that the shipping industry has been extremely proactive in 
switching to cleaner fuels. "In 2010, after discussion and debate, 16 carriers and 
cruise lines came together in the world's only truly voluntary commitment to change 
to a cleaner fuel when at berth or at anchor in Hong Kong," he said. 

That agreement, called the Fair Winds Charter cuts port charges by as much as 50% 
for those sea vessels that switch to cleaner emitting fuels. "The Fair Winds Charter 
was put in place for two years, 2011 and 2012, to show government that the industry 
could switch fuel and that incentive followed by regulation would be possible," 
Bowring said. It was extended until the end of 2013, but has an unclear future. A 
decision on whether to expand it into 2014 is expected later this month. The 
government is also due to pass legislation next year that will force all marine traffic to 
comply with more environmentally friendly fuels and introduce an emissions control 
zone in the territory's waters. Without urgent regulations, Hong Kong citizens are 
expected to suffer both short-term and longer-term health effects, such as numerous 
cancers, putting a burden on the local health system. 

"Excess hospitalisation, extra treatment, we can translate to money value," said 
Wong Chit-ming, associate professor at The University of Hong Kong's School of 
Public Health. "It justifies the government to implement measures to improve the air." 
The government is attempting to make the public aware of the adverse health effects 
that the pollution causes by replacing the 18-year-old air pollution index with an air 
quality health index from December 30. In a recent report, published by the Hong 
Kong University of Science and Technology, introducing an emissions control zone 
can cut sulphur dioxide emissions in the Pearl River Delta region by as much as 
95%. "What Hong Kong can probably benefit from is a renewed sense of urgency in 
addressing this issue," said Peter Levesque, American Chamber of Commerce Hong 
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Kong Vice Chairman. "I think in general, Hong Kong understands that it can take the 
lead by doing what it can to fix the problems here and work with South China to have 
a regional solution." 

Source: CNN, 20 December 

Thick Ice Could End Shipping Season Early 

The frigid start to December is causing concerns 
for the shipping industry at the Port of Green 
Bay. The cold temperatures means ships 
entering the Fox River have to plow through thick 
ice, and that could mean an early end to the 
shipping season, which has lasted until mid-
January in recent years. ―Winter is here and 
early, and with that the ice is accumulating and 
accumulating to thicknesses that are causing 

some problems for the port,‖ Brown County Port director Dean Haen told WBAY-TV. 
―I don‘t recall it ever being this early. We have to have some ice breaker assistance 
to get in the last remaining vessels of the year,‖ Haen said. Ships can break through 
about 8 inches of ice on their own, but the ice on the bay is already much thicker 
than that, Haen said. Shipping companies have been hiring private companies to 
break up the ice, but if they aren‘t able to do it, the Coast Guard steps in. ―If the 
Coast Guard‘s doing it, it‘s on the taxpayer, if the private companies are doing it, 
those shipping lines are paying it, there‘s a costs,‖ said Haen. Ship captains 
determine the end of the shipping season, which happen any day. ―Everyone wants 
to get in their cargo and they‘re trying to get it in and if we do shut down a little earlier 
than normal, sometime before Christmas, they‘ll probably be itching to get started 
early next spring,‖ said Haen. 

Source: Post Crescent, 22 December 

Russia to Modify Mi-8 Helicopter for Arctic Warfare 

Russia's Ulan-Ude aircraft manufacturing plant said that it is developing a variant of 
the famed Mi-8 transport helicopter for use by the military in harsh Arctic climate. 
The modified Mi-8 will feature a more powerful engine, an auxiliary electric 
generator, an ice-protection system and ski landing gear for landing on soft snow 
and swamps. "The helicopter's heating system will be based on technologies used 
on spacecraft," said Sergei Solomin, the plant's chief engineer. Russia has officially 
set a goal of deploying a combined arms force by 2020 to protect its political and 
economic interests in the Arctic, including military, border and coastguard units. 

According to the Russian military, two Arctic brigades will be deployed in Russia's 
extreme north over the next few years. Russia also plans to return to mothballed 
Soviet-era Arctic airfields and establish a permanent naval presence along the 
strategically important Northern Sea Route. The Arctic, believed to have vast 
untapped natural resources, has increasingly been at the centre of disputes between 
the United States, Russia, Canada, Norway and Denmark in recent years, as rising 

http://edition.cnn.com/2013/12/19/world/asia/hong-kongs-worsening-ship-pollution/
http://www.postcrescent.com/viewart/20131222/APC03/312220247/Thick-ice-could-end-shipping-season-early
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temperatures lead to a reduction in sea ice, opening up access to lucrative offshore 
oil and gas deposits. 

Source: Global Security, 25 December 

Cracking Ice Bodes Well for Antarctica Ship Rescue 

Ice that has trapped a Russian ship with 74 
people on board in Antarctica appeared to be 
cracking up, raising hopes for a rescue as a 
powerful Australian icebreaker approached the 
stranded vessel. The ice-bound ship, the 
Akademik Shokalskiy, left New Zealand on Nov. 
28 on a privately funded expedition to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of an 
Antarctic journey led by famed Australian explorer 

Douglas Mawson. It has been stuck in the ice since Dec. 24. Its passengers include 
scientists and tourists, many of them Australian, and a Russian crew. The Australian 
icebreaker the Aurora Australis is expected to reach the stricken ship on 29 
December. A Chinese icebreaker could not break through the thick ice earlier but the 
weather boded well for a rescue. "The ice conditions seem to have improved and 
there appears to be some softening and some cracks appearing," Lisa Martin of the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority, which is coordinating the rescue, told Reuters.  

Just how the rescue would be done would be worked out when the Aurora reached 
the area, she said. Those on board were in good condition and have never been in 
any imminent danger. "We're primarily looking to the Aurora to get us out," Chris 
Turney, an Australian professor on-board the beleaguered ship who is leading the 
expedition, wrote in an email to Reuters. "Hopefully there are some breaks 
developing in the surface from the weaker winds and sun during today." The ship is 
stuck about 100 nautical miles (185 km) east of the French Antarctic station Dumont 
D'Urville and about 1,500 nautical miles (2,800 km) south of Hobart, Tasmania. The 
Aurora is the third icebreaker seconded by the Australian maritime rescue agency to 
try to reach the hemmed in ship. The Chinese icebreaker, the Snow Dragon, is on 
standby at the edge of the ice and within sight of the trapped ship. It has a helicopter 
on board, which could be used in the rescue. A French icebreaker had also tried to 
help. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 29 December 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/russia/2013/russia-131225-rianovosti02.htm?_m=3n%2e002a%2e994%2ebu0ao017zf%2ewra
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/Cracking-Ice-Bodes-Well-For-Antarctica-Ship-Rescue-2013-12-29/

